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To the Honourable the Knights, Citizens, and Bur- 


geſſes, in Parliament aſſembled. 


The SEVENTH REPORT of 
the Commiſſioners appointed to examine, 


take, and ſtate, the PUBLIC :AC- 
COUNTS of the Kingdom. 


HE Ac of the laſt Seſſion of Parliament, for continu- 

ing and amending the Act of the preceding Seſſion, by 

which we were firſt appointed, having, by a particular Clauſe, 
authorized and impowered us to examine the ſeveral Accounts 
* of Extraordinary Services incurred and not provided for by Par- 
te liament, which have been laid before the Houſe of Com- 
% mons ſince the 1ſt of January 1776, we conſidered that 
Clauſe not as imperative upon us, to ſtop ſhort in the Purſuit 
we were at that Time engaged in, under the Authority of the 
former Act, and to proceed immediately to the Examination 
of theſe Accounts; but rather as the Deſignation of a Subject, 
ſelected from among the numerous Objects committed to us 
in general Terms by the Firſt Act, as the next for our Con- 
lideration, after we ſhould have compleated the Inquiries we 
were then purſuing. Thoſe Inquiries being finiſhed, we have, 
in Obedience to the Intention of the Legitlature, thus ſignified 
to us, directed our Attcntion to the Accounts of the Extraor- 
dinary 
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dinary Services incurred and not provided for by Parliament, 
which have been laid before the Houſe of Commons ſince the 
1ſt of January 1776. 

In this wide Field, where the Objects are io numerous, fo 
various, and ſo complicated, we have, in our Choice of the 
Subject, been attentive to the Public Voice, as far as we have 
been able to collect it, and have ſelected for our Inquiry, as 
much ſuſpected of Abuſe, that Part of the Public Money grant- 
ed for the Extraordinary Services of the Army, which has 
been expended in North America; endeavouring to trace it from 
its Iſſue out of the Exchequer to the final Diſpoſition of it in 
that Country, with a View to diſcover whether any Part of it 
has been, and by what Means, intercepted in its Paſſage or 
diverted in its Application. i 

We entered upon this Inquiry ſenſible of many obvious and 
diſcouraging Difficulties in our Way. This Money is ex- 
pended in a diſtant Country: The Evidence of the material 
Circumſtances of every Tranſaction of Expenditure is in that 
Country; except where, in a few Inſtances, we have had tt 
in our Power to apply to an Accountant himſelf, who has 
cither paſſed his Accounts in the Office of the Auditors of the 
Impreſt, or brought in his Hand his Vouchers, fair and regular 
upon the Face of them. By what Means then are we to de- 
tect (if ſuch there has been) Peculation, Fraud, or Miſap- 
plication ? 

We admit no Charge againſt Perſons Abroad, who have no 
Opportunity of being heard in their own Defence ; and we 
arc cautious that our Examination does not lead to Self-accu- 
ſation. Thus deſtitute cf the proper Evidence, and with fo 
unpromiſing a Proſpect before us, we ſet out in ſearch of ſuch 
Materials as we could find, and as the Nature and Circumſtances 
of the Subject would afford. 

We extracted from the Journals, and from the Accounts pre- 


. ſented to the Houſe of Commons, the Sums granted for the 


Extraordinary Services of, the Army every Year, from the 1ſt 
of January 1776 to the 31ſt of December laſt ; the Total of 
theſe Sums is Nineteen Millions Five hundred and Two thou- 
ſand Nine hundred Sixty-nine Pounds, Two Shillings and 
Eight Pence. 

We obtained, by Requiſition from the Office of the Paymaſter 
General of the Forces, an Account of the Money iſſued to 
Meilrs. Harley and Drummond, purſuant to His Majeſtys 
Warrants, for the Extraordinary Services of His Maje::; 5 
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ces ſerving in North America during the ſame Period. Ke 
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Sum amounts to Ten Millions Eighty-three thouſand Eight 
hundred Sixty-three Pounds Two Shillings and Six Pence. 

We proceeded, in the next Place, to inquire by what Means 
this Money paſſed to North America: Of this we received In- 
formation from Thomas Neale, Eſquire, the Agent in London to 
Meſirs. Harley and Drummond, who are engaged in a Contract 
with Government to make theſe Remittances for a Commiſſion 


of One and a Half per Cent. clear of all Fees of Office and 


Expence of Tranſportation. All this Money paſles from the 
Exchequer, through the Hands of the Paymaſter General of the 
Forces, to the Remitters, and from them to their Agents in Nerth 
America ; who pay it to the Deputy Paymaſter General of the 
Forces reſiding in that Country. It paſſes from the Exchequer 
to the Remitters in the following Manner : 

When the Commander in Chief im North Americe ſends to 
the Agents a Requiſition, ſpecifying a certain Sum to be wanted 
for the Extraordinary Services of the Army for the enſuing 
Quarter, the Agents, in conſequence of this Requiſition, draw 
Bills upon the Remitters, and tranſmit to them the Requiſi- 
tion, with a Lift of the Bills annexed ; upon the Receipt of 
which, the Remitters apply by Memorial to the Lords Com- 
miſſioners of the Treaſury for Money to extinguiſh thoſe Bills, 
and receive from them a Warrant upon the Paymaſter General 
of the Forces for the Payment of a Sum upon Account, for 
the Uſe of His Majeſty's Forces in Nertb America: This War- 
rant being ſatisfied by the Iſſue from the Exchequer to the Pay- 
maſter General, in conſequence of a Treaſury Letter and Or- 
der of the Auditor, the Paymaſter General gives to the Re- 
mitters his Draft for it upon the Bank. If the Commander 
in Chief makes no Requiſition, the Agents themſelves fend to 
the/Remitters an Account of what Money will be wanted, and 
they apply for it to the Treaſury, and receive it in like Manner 
from the Paymaſter General of the Forces. 

There are Two Ways by which this Money goes from the 
Remitters into the Hands of their Agents : The one 1s by Bills 
thus drawn by them upon the Remitters; which Bills they re- 
ceive the Value for there, and the Remitters diſcharge when 
preſented to them in Londen : The other is by ſending out to 
them actual Caſh; this is done according to ſpecial Directions 
given for that Purpoſe by the Lords of the Treaſury to the Re- 
mitters, whenever it becomes neceſſary to ſupport the Exchange 
by increaſing the Quantity of current Cath in the Hands of 
the Agents. 

Having thus traced this Money into the Hands of the De- 
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puty Paymaſter General Abroad, our next Step was to ſee by 
what Means, and for what Purpoſes, it was taken out of his 
Hands: Lieutenant General Sir Milliam Howe, late Commander 
in Chief of His Majeſty's Forces in North America, and Lieu. 
tenant General Earl Cornwaili,, ſupplied us with this Informa- 
tion. 

This Money cannot be iſſued by the Deputy Paymaſter Ge. 
neral, without the Authority of the Commander in Chief, exer- 
ciſed either by himſelf or by ſome General Officer to whom he 
has from Neceflity delegated that Authority. There are certain 
Departments in the Army, to the preſiding Officers of which 
is entruſted the Expenditure of ſo much of the Public Money 

as the Service of thoſe ſeveral Departments requires, and why 
are accountable to the Public for all they receive; theſe Officers 
are, The Secretary to the Commander in Chief, The Paymaſter of 
the Provincial Forces, I he Quarter Maſter General, The Barrack 
Maſter General, The Commiſſary General, The Chief Engineer, 
The Superintendant of Indian Affairs, The Bridge Maſter, The 
Purveyor of the Hoſpital, and the Commiſſary of Priſoners. 

The Commander in Chief directs Money into the Hands of 
theſe Accountants, by his Warrant to the Deputy Paymaſter 
General, requiring him to pay to the Officer named a certain Sum 
for the Purpoſe therein ſpecified. Theſe Warrants are of Two 
Kinds ; Temporary, and Final : The Temporary Warrant is for 
Money upon Account, and granted upon the Application of the 
Officer, to enable him to carry on the Service : The Final Warrant 
is for Money to reimburſe the Officer Expences actually in- 
curred, and mentions that the Vouchers are lodged with that 
Officer. | 
Every Quarter, or as ſoon after as the Service will admit, 
theſe Officers make an Abſtract of all the Sums they have ex- 
pended in their ſeveral Departments during that Quarter, di- 
geſted under different Heads of Expence. Every Officer carries 
his Abſtract to the Commander in Chief for his Inſpection, and 
for the Purpoſe of being reimburſed the Amount of that Ab- 
ſtract. If, upon Examination, no Objection ariſes to any of 
the Articles, he grants to the Officer a Final Warrant upon the 
Deputy Paymaſter General, for the total Sum contained in the 
Abſtract : Upon Production of this Warrant, with the Abſtract 
annexed, at the Pay Office of the Army, the Officer takes up 
and cancels, as being of no Uſe, the Temporary Warrants he 
has received in that Quarter; and, deducting from the Sum in 

the Abſtract the Sums contained in the Temporary Warrants, 
he receives the Balance, leaving both the Final Warrant and 
Abſtract 
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Abſtract with the Deputy Paymaſter General; who ſends them 
every Quarter to the Pay Office of the Army in Exgland, as 
Vouchers for the Paymaſter General of the Forces, upon paſſing 
his Account before the Auditors of the Impreſt. 

Through theſe Channels is the Money, granted for the Ex- 
traordinary Services of the Army, conveyed into the Hands of 
certain Officers intruſted with and reſponſible for the Expen- 
diture of that Money : How this Expenditure has been con- 
ducted, was the next, and the material Subject of our In- 

wry. 

, The Quarter Maſter General, the Barrack Maſter General, 
the Commiſſary General, and the Chief Engineer, are the 
Officers to whoſe Management the greateſt Share of this Mo- 
ney is committed; and therefore to them we principally directed 
our Attention: We examined ſuch of them as we could find, 
who either were then, or had been employed in theſe Depart- 
ments; and collected what Information we could from the 
Vouchers in their Poſſeſſion, or from thoſe they had delivered 
into the Office of the Auditors of the Impreſt; all of which 
were, in conſequence of our Requiſition, ſubmitted to our In- 
ſpection ? | 

Having had Reaſon to believe, before the paſſing of the laſt 
AR, that it was the Intention of Parliament to refer to us the 
Conſideration of the Extraordinaries of the Army ; and having 
been informed that Brigadier General William Dalrymple, Quarter 
Maſter General; Peter Paumier, Eſquire, a Deputy Commullary 
General; and Mr. Abijab Willard, Commiſſary of live Cattle to 
His Majeſty's Forces in North America, were then in London, 
and about to return to America—though engaged at that Jime 
upon other Subjects, under the Directions of the former Act, we 
availed ourſelves of that Opportunity to receive from them the 
Information they were able to give us, relative to their reſpective 
Departments. 

We obtained from the Treaſury the Liſts of Warrants granted 
by the Commanders in Chief in North America upon the Deputy 
Paymaſters General there, and tranſmitted to the Lords Commiſ- 
ſioners of His Majeſty's Treaſury, from the 1ſt of January 1776 
to the 3iſt of December laſt. The total Sum contained in theſe 


Liſts is Seven Millions Seven hundred Twenty-five thouſand Eight {| 


hundred Twenty-eight Pounds, Twelve Shillings, and a Penny 
Halfpenny ;—Of which there appears to have been iſſued during 
that Period, by the Commander in Chict at New York, to the 
Officers or Deputies in theſe Four Departments, the Sums fol- 
lowing : To the Quarter Maſters General, One Million Six hun- 
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dred Eighty- eight thouſand Three hundred Seventy- nine Pounds 
Fifteen Shillings and Three Pence Farthing; to the Barrack 
Maſters General, Six hundred Sixty two thouſand Four hundred 
Nineteen Pounds and Five Pence Halfpenny ; to the Commiſſa- 
ries General, One Million Five hundred Twenty-one thouſand 
Seventy-ſix Pounds Nine Shillings and Eight Pence; to the 
Chief Engimeers, Three hundred Twenty-two thouſand Three 
hundred and Eight Pounds, Ten Shillings and Two Pence Far. 
thing; amounting together to the Sum of Four Millions One 
hundred Ninety-four thouſand One hundred Eighty-thrce Pounds 
Fifteen Shillings and Seven Pence: And to have been iſſued by 
the Commanders in Chief of His Majeſty's Forces in Canada, for 
the Extraordinary Services of the Army in general in that Pro. 
vince, from the 1ſt of June 1776 to the 2;d of October 1781, the 
Sum of Two Millions Two hundred Thirty-fix thouſand Twenty. 
nine Pounds Eleven Shillings and Seven Pence. 

As the Deputy Paymaſters General of the Forces Abroad 
tranſmit, from Time to Time, to the Pay Office of the Army in 
England, the Warrants of the Commanders in Chief which have 
been paid by them—that we might omit no Means of Informa- 
tion of the Sums iſſued, we procured from the Pay Office of 
the Army a Liſt of theſe Warrants ; in which we find other 
Sums, iſſued during the ſame Period, to Officers in the Depart- 
ment of the Commiſſary General, not included in the Quarterly 
Liſts received from the Treaſury, amounting together to the 
Sum of One hundred Ninety-three thouſand Pounds; which, 
being added to the Sum of One Million Five hundred Twenty- 
one thouſand Seventy-fix Pounds Nine Shillings and Eight 
Pence, make the total Sum, iflued to the Commiſſaries at New 


York, One Million Seven hundred Fourteen thouſand Seventy- 


ſix Pounds Nine Shillings and Eight Pence; and the total Sum 
iſſued to theſe Four Departments there, Four Millions Three 
hundred Eighty-ſeven thouſand One hundred Eighty- three 
Pounds Fifteen Shallings and Seven Pence. 

We required from the Office of the Auditors of the Impreſt a Liſt 
of all thoſe Perſons who have been employed in the Expendi- 
ture of the Public Money for the Army Services in North Ame- 
rica, and who had either paſſed or delivered in their Accounts to 


that Office ſince the 1ſt of January 1776. We examined the 


Officers whoſe Names we found inſerted in theſe Liſts, and 
who were within the Reach of our Application; {that is to ſay) 
Robert Mackenzie, Eſquire, Secretary and Paymaſter to Lieute- 
nant General Sir iam Howe; Major General Sir William 


Erſkine, and William Lord Cathcart, Quarter Maſters General ; 
L Lieutenant 
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Lieutenant Colonel Viliam Shirreff, and Major Richard England, 
Deputy Quarter Maſters General. We examined Lieutenant 
Colonel George Clerk, Barrack Maſter General; and Jobn Montre- 
for, Eſquire, Chief Engineer, whoſe Names are not in this Liſt, 
their Accounts not being as yet delivered in. Daniel Chamicr 
and Daniel Wier, Eſquires, the Two Commiſſaries General dur- 
ing that Period, are both dead: None of the Accounts of either, 
and a few only of the Vouchers of the latter, are in the Audi- 
tors Office; and therefore the Article of Proviſions, though a 
very important and expenſive Branch of this Expenditure, and 
many other Articles of Expence in that Department, were not 
within our Reach in this Inquiry. We examined alſo Captain 
David Laird, the Agent for Victuallers Store Ships and ſmall 
Craft; and Mr. Milllam Butler, an Aſſiſtant Commiſſary. 

From the Information given by theſe ſeveral Officers, and 
from the Vouchers and Papers they have ſupplied us with, we 
have been able to acquire ſome Knowledge of the Rules by 
which theſe Departments have been governed; and to trace, 
in ſome Meaſure, the Manner in which theſe Branches of the 
Public Expenditure have been conducted in North America. 
The Subjects of Expence, which theſe Officers are employed 
about, may be diſtinguiſned under Two general Heads; the 
Purchaſe of Articles wanted for the Uſe of the Army, and the 
Payment for Services performed. 

The preſiding Officers in theſe Departments, though they are 
the Perſons who muſt render the Account, yet, from the Extent 
and Multiplicity of their Buſineſs, can very ſeldom themſelves 
attend either to the Purchaſe or the Payment: They have their 
Deputies, Aſſiſtants, Superintendants, Agents. Inſpectors, Con- 
ductors, Clerks, and other Officers under them, who are the 
acting Perſons entruſted with the Conduct of different Parts of 
the Tranſaction, and upon whoſe Knowledge and Fidelity they 
rely for the due Execution of that Truſt. Some of theſe inferior 
Officers make the Bargains, ſome attend to and certify the Exe- 
cution, others are employed in the Payments, and take the 
Receipts: Each Department has its Office where the Payments 
are made. The Perſon who receives, muſt be either the Perſon 
himſelf who is entitled, or his Aſſignee or Agent; and he muſt 
produce an Order, Ticket, or Certificate of the proper Officer, 
either directing the Payment, or authenticating the material 
Circumſtances of the Purchaſe, or Service. The Receipts are 
generally taken in the Name of the Principal, whoever the 
Officer may be that pays them ; becauſe, the Warrants of the 
Commander in Chief being made payable to the Principal, he, 
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by receiving the Sums, becomes the only Perſon accountable; 
and he cannot diſcharge himſelf but by Vouchers, which upon 
the Face of them appear to be for Payments made by him: 
But there are Inſtances, where the Auditors of the Impreſt have. 
in particular Caſes, allowed Receipts, taken in the Name of the 
Dchuty, to be Vouchers for the Principal. 
ine Payments are, for the moſt Part, made in Dollars, at 
Four ohillings and Eight Pence each Sterling, but computed in 
New York Currency, which is to Sterling in the Proportion of 
Twelve to Seven: The Sums we ſhall have Occaſion to mention 
hereafter are all in Sterling. | 
The Price paid for the Purchaſc of the Articles wanted varied 
according to the Demands of the Army, and the Means of 
Supply ; but the Price of many of the Services was regulated 
and fixed. 
It was not practicable for us to examine into the Circum- 
ſtances attending the Purchaſe of the Stores, Materials, and 
Variety of Articles uſed in the ſeveral Departments : We 
could form no Judgment of the Neceſſity there was for procuring 
them, or of the Value, or of the Price; the Means of Informa- 
tion were not within our Reach ; and therefore we directed our 
Attention to the other Branch of Expence, the Services, as a 
Subject that bore the Appearance at leaſt of a more ſucceſsful 
Inveſtigation. 
The Movements and various Occaſions of the Army rendered 
it neceſſary to employ a great Number of Veſſels of different 
Kinds, with Pilots and Seamen, and many Waggons, Hories, 
Drivers, Artificers, and Labourers. Of the Veſſels, Waggons, 
and Horſes, very few were purchaſed by Government tor the 
Uſe of the Army; by far the greateſt Part of them were hired 
by the Month, or the Day, and very many of them kept in 
continual Pay : The Hire of all theſe, which conſtitutes a very 
conſiderable Part of the Expenditure, was, in ſome Cafes, un- 
certain, and depended upon Circumſtances ; but in many it was 
regulated, and ſettled at a certain Price. The Hire of a Veiicl 
under Thirty Tons was Three Pence Halfpenny a Day per Ton; 
the Wages of each Seaman was Two Shillings and Four Pence 
a Day, with a Soldier's Ration, and One Sixth of a Quart of 
Rum. The Hire of a Veilel of Thirty Tons and upwards was 
Ten Shillings a Month per Ton, until Y 1977, when, the Rate 
of Wagcs, and the Price of Proviſions, and of Naval Stores, 
being increaſed, it was raiſed to Thirteen Shillings ; the Owner 
was engaged to find the Proportion of Six Men to cvery Hun- 
dred Tons, to victual them, and to kcep the Veſſel in Repair. 
| Thc 
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The Hire, by the Day, of a ſmall Waggon, with One Driver 
and Two Horl.s, was Seven Shillings ; of a large Waggon, with 
One Driver and Four Horſes, Twelve Shillings ; of a ſingle Horſe, 
One Shilling and Nine Pence; of a Driver alone, from Seven 
Pence to One Shilling and Nine Pence ; of a common Labourer, 
from Seven Pence to Two Shillings and Four Pence. 

All the Veſſels and Small Craft (except thoſe in the Engineer's 


Department) were at firſt procured by and under the Inſpection- 


and Management of the Quarter Maſter General; but, the Bu- 
ſineſs of that Office increating, the Commander in Chief, by 
Warrant, dated 1ſt of January 1777, created an Officer to be 
Agent for Victuallers Store Ships and Small Craft : He was called 
the Superintendant of Veſlels; and to his Charge were com- 
mitted all the Veſſels and Small Craft, with their Appendages, 
employed in the Service of the Army (except thoſe attached to 
the Chief Enginecr, which were left ſtill to remain under his 
Care:) He was enjoined to ſee that they were properly manned 
and equipped, and juſtly rated as to their Tonnage ; he was 
authorized to charter or hire Veſſels for inland Navigation, when 
neceſſary, and to appropriate to the ſeveral Departments the 
Number they wanted, and ſuch as were beſt conſtructed for the 
reſpective Services. Though the Quarter Maſter General was 
thus relieved from the Trouble of providing and ſuperintending 
the Veſſels, Pilots, and Seamen, vet the Payment of the Hire 
of them was ſtill left to his Office, and continued there until 
the Beginning of the Year 1778 ; when the Commander in Chief 
iſſued Orders, that the Hire ſhould be paid in the Office of that 
Department where they were employed. The Mode of Pay- 
ment was this: The Superintendant granted, ſometimes upon 
his own Knowledge, ſometimes upon the Information of Perſons 
under him, to the Perſon entitled, a Ticket of Pay, ſigned by 
himſelf or his Deputy, and directed to the proper Officer, ſpe- 
cifying the Service, the Time, and the Sum. This Ticket was, 
upon Payment, left at the Office; and at the End of every 
Quarter the Superintendant took up all theſe Tickets from the 
ſeveral Offices, and, after Examination with his Check Book, 
gave to each principal Officer One general Voucher, ſigned by 
himſelf, for the total Sum contained in all thoſe Tickets, and 
paid by him during that Quarter. 

Much the greateſt Number of the Waggons, Horſes, and 
Drivers, employed in the Service of the Army, were procured by 
the Quarter Maſter General. The Commander in Chief ordered 
the Eitabliſhment, that is, the Number which he judged to be 
neceſſary for the Occaſions of the Army, and in what Proportion 
they ſhould be diſtributed amongſt the ſeveral Corps, and 2 
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the different Services. This Eſtabliſnment was permanent, and 
kept conſtantly, as far as it could be, compleat. The Quarter 
Maſter General made a Return of them every Quarter to the Com- 
mander in Chief; which Return was called the Diſtribution, 
and contained an Account of all the Waggons, Horſes, and 
Drivers at that Time under his Direction, and in what Service 
employed: For all theſe he was reſponſible, and paid the Hire 
and contingent Expences. The other Departments had likewiſe 
Waggons, Horſes, and Drivers in their Service; which were 
procured by themſelves, and paid by their reſpective principal 
Officers. All theſe Departments had Artificers and Laboure:s, 
procured by the Overſcers in the ſeveral Branches, hired by the 
Day, and paid in cach reſpective Office. 

The Reccipts given for theſe Services were of Two Kinds; 
either ſeparate Receipts, givea by Individuals in the common 
Form ; or One Receipt, prefixed to a Liſt comprehending the 
Signatures of many Perſons: Of the latter Kind, One uniform 
Mode was adopted in all theſe Offices; Two Specimens of which, 
the one taken from the Inſtance of Waggons, Horſes, and 
Drivers, and the other from that of Labourers, in the Office of 
the Quarter Maſter General, are inſerted in the Appendix. The 
Firſt Column contains the Names of the Perſons entitled, or 
ſuppoſed to be entitled; the Sum he is entitled to receive is 
wrote in the laſt Column but one; and in the laſt are the Sig- 
natures of the ſame Perſons, wrote or made either by themſelves 
or by Perſons deputed by them. 

in purſuing this Inquiry into the Methods and Forms by which 
this Expenditure has been carried on, we have had in View Two 
principal Objects; one is, to diſcover whether any Fraud has in 
Fact been committed upon the Public in the Courſe of theſe Mo- 
ney Tranſactions ; the other 1s, to obſerve whether the Public has 
been ſufficiently guarded againſt Fraud and Impoſition, in the 
Modes adopted for carrying on this Expenditure. 

Could a ſingle Inſtance of Fraud be diſcovered in any of the 
Accounts of theſe Officers, ſuch a Diſcovery would ſo corrupt 
and vitiate that Account, as to ſubject the Whole of it to a Re- 
viſion and Unravelment, though adjuſted and paſſed with all the 
Solemnities of the Exchequer. 

Theſe Accountants are charged with all the Sums they have re- 
ceived of the Paymaſter General of the Forces, by the Warrants 
of the Commander in Chief. They cannot diſcharge themſelves, 
but by the Receipts of the Perſons to whom they or their Officers 
have paid theſe Sums. The Receipts are fair upon the Face of 


them ; cach contains all the Eilentials of a true Voucher ; a ne, 
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the Subject Matter, the Sum paid, the Perſon of whom received, 
and the Perſon receiving. If the Tranſaction has not been a 
fair one, and Government has been defrauded of any Part of 
the Money, the Voucher, which is the Evidence of that Tranſ- 
action, muſt, in ſome Part of it, be falſe or fraudulent : To 
diſcover whether it be ſo or not, the Perſon, who appears to have 
ſigned it, is always a material, and, in ſome Caſes, the only Wit- 
neſs, who can tell whether the Sum ſpecified in the Receipt to 
have been received, was in Fact the Sum bona fide paid; but Per- 
ſons under this Deſcription are not amenable to us, ſitting in this 
Kingdom; they are in North America. Numberleſs, and in a Va- 
riety of Ways, may have been the Frauds and Impoſitions com- 
mitted upon Government, without the Knowledge even of the 
Officer who paſſes the Accounts, being himſelf not privy to the 
Payments, but relying, for the Truth of the Vouchers he pro- 
duces in his Diſcharge, upon the Integrity and Fidelity of his 
inferior Officers. ; 

Rumours of Impoſition, and of much Wealth acquired during 
a ſhort Service upon ſlender Appointments, may create a Suſpi- 
cion of ſome concealed Management, and be a Ground for In- 
quiry by proper Authority; but they are not Proofs upon which 
can be ſupported, againſt any Perſon whatever, the heavy Charge 
of defrauding the Public. 

Having therefore no Hopes of purſuing this Subject with Ef- 
fect, we turned our Attention to the Second Object we propoſed ; 
that is, to thoſe Openings for Fraud, and that Poſſibility of 
Abuſe, which the Modes of conducting theſe Money Tranfac- 
tions have left without Fence or Guard : And we are of Opinion 
that the Public have not been ſufficiently protected in Two ma- 
terial Points : Firſt, The Officers intruſted with the Expenditure 
of the Public Money have been permitted to have an Intereſt 
themſelves in the Subject Matter of Expence : Secondlv, The 
Vouchers, by which the Accountants diſcharge themſelves of the 
Sums intruſted to them, are allowed without having undergone 
ſufficient Examination. 

It is a Branch of the Buſineſs of the Quarter Maſter General 
to provide Waggons and Horſes, with their neceſſary Attendants 
and Appendages, for the Uſe of the Army, either when in Quar- 
ters, or in Motion; and, when there 1s Occaſion to traniport 
them, or to ſupply their Wants by Water, the Superintendant 
furniſhes them with Veſſels, and whatever 1s neceſſary tor Carriage 
by Water. It is the Duty of theſe Officers to make the Con- 
tracts for the Articles, and to ſee thoſe Contracts honeſtly and 
{ſubſtantially performed; to take care that each Article is pro- 
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-perly equipped, and adequate to the Service it is intended for; 
and that the Service, for which Payment is claimed, has been, in 
Fact, performed. Theſe Officers are placed, on the Part of 
Government, as a Check and Control upon the Contractors, to 
protect the Public from Loſs or Impoſitton. The Barrack Ma. 
ter General and Chief Engineer ſtand upon the ſame Ground, in 
reſpect to the Waggons and Horſes made Uſe of in their De. 
partments, and not provided by the Quarter Maſter General. But 
it has been the Ulage, as far back as our Inquiry has gone, for 
the Officers in theſe Departments ro be themſelves the Proprie- 
tors of, or to have Shares or Intereſts in, a great Number of the 
Veſſels and ſmall Craft, and in almoſt all the Waggons and 
Horſes, employed in theſe Services: Theſe Officers have purchaſed 
or procured them upon their own Account, and let them out to 
Government at the fixed Prices of Hire; the ſame Perſon, cm- 
oed by and acting for the Public, contracts, on the Part of the 
Public, with himſelf, for the Hire of his own Property, controls his 
own Actions, and pays himſelf with the Public Money intruſted 
to his Charge: His Truſt and Intereſt draw oppoſite Ways: His 
Truſt obliges him to be frugal for the Public; to hire at the loweſt 
Price (lower, if he can, than the Price allowed by Government); 
to take care that what he hires 1s compleat and fit for Service 
to employ as few Veſſels and Carriages, and for as ſhort a Time, 
as poſſible: But his Intereſt leads him not to ſpare the Public 
Purſe; to let to Government, at the ſame fixed Price, all the 
Veiiels, Carriages, and Horſes, he can collect, by whatever Means 
procured, or at however low a Price he may have purchaled them, 
and whatever may be their Condition or Difference in Font of 
Goodneſs ; to keep them continually in Pay, whether wanrtec, or 
employed, or not, and for as long a Time as he can coatrive 
and his laſt Advantage may be, the ſuffering them to be taken or 
deſtroyed by the Enemy, to entitle him to the Value from the 
Public, In ſuch a Conteſt between Duty and Intereſt, 1t 1s not 
uncharitabie to ſuppoſe the Public Intereſt will frequently be 
ſacrificed to private Emolument. But this is not the only Wiſ- 
chie:: I his Practice has a manifeſt Tendency to corrupt and en- 
danger the Service of the Army; it weakens the military Diſci- 
pline ; it 1nfuics into the Soldier the "Thirſt for Gain, and diverts 
his Attention from Honour, and his Country's Service, to the 
Eurſult of Wealth, and that too by intrenching upon the I reature 
of his Country. | 
We do not mean to ſuggeſt theſe as Impoſitions, that have all 
been actually committed upon the Public, but as Conſequences 


that will tollow, whenever the Temptation 1s powerful enough 
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to overcome the Senſe of Duty, and where the Opportunities of 
yielding to the Temptation are ſo frequent and ſo obvious. 

As theſe Officers would hardly have engaged in Buſineſs of 
this Kind without the Expectation at leaſt of ſome Advantage 
(for they had no additional Pay for being employed in the Ex- 
penditure) we were led to enquire into the Expence incurred 
by the Public for this Article of Hire, and from thence to en- 
d:avour to form ſome Judgment upon the probable Advantage 
to the Officer. 

We obtained from Captain Devid Laird, a Liſt of all the 
Veſſels, under whatever Denomination, employed in the Service 
of the Army in Nerth America, from the iſt of Jauuary 1777. 
when he was appointed Zuperintendant of the Veilels, until the 
End of December 1780, when he quitted the Service; with the 
Name of each Veſicl, ard of the Maſtcr or Owner, the Number 
of Tons, the Price per Ton, the Iime v.hen hired, the Time 
when diicharged, and in what Department employed. From 
this Lift it appears, that the Number of Veſſels employed at 
different Times, during the above Period, in the Department of 
the Quarter Matter General, was Three hundred and Scven- 
teen; and the Number of Tons Nineteen thouſand Five hun- 
ered Fifty- eight. In tie Department of the Barrack Matter 
General, the Number of Veſſeis was Eighty-five, and of the 
Tons Seven thouſand Eight hundred I hirty-fix. In the De- 
partment of the Commitiary General, the Number of Veſſels 
was Two hundred and Nine, and of the Tons Sixteen thouſand 
Six hundred '3 wenty-two. The Total Number of the Veils 
was Six hundred and Eleven, and of the Tons Forty-four thou— 
ſard and Sixteen. Many of them were employed for a ſhort 
Time only: The Number of thoſe continued in the Service for 
One Year and upwards, we have extracted from Captain Laird's 
Liſt, and inferted in the Appendix, with the Number of Tons, 
and their Earnings during their Service; and of theſe, Sixty-two 
were left in the Service at the Und of the Year 1780. This Liſt 
ſhews, that the Number of Veſſels employcd each for a Year or 
longer, during that Pericd, in the Department of the Quarter 
Maſter General, was Sixty-two, and the Hire Numety-one thou— 
land Four hundred Forty-four Pounds Nineteen Shiilings and 
Four Pence; in the Lepartment of the Barrack Maſter General, 
the Number Twenty-five, and the Hire Thirty-four thouſa ad 
Seven hundred 1 hirty- ſeven Pounds Nineteen Slullings ; in the 
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dred Thirty-one; the Total Hire One hundred Eighty-two 
thouſand One hundred and Eight Pounds Twelve Shillings and 
Four Pence. | 

We find, from the Vouchers for the Payments of Hire made 
by the Quarter Maſters General, and delivered by them into 
the Office of the Auditors of the Impreſt, that the Total Ex. 

ence of this Hire in that Department only, excluſive of pi. 
foray, and various Contingencies, from the 25th of Decembe; 
1776 to the 31ſt of March 1780, amounted to One hundred 
Twenty-ſeven thouſand Four hundred Eighty-three Pounds 
Eighteen Shillings and Ten Pence Halfpenny ; what the Ex- 
pence of this Hire was in the other Departments, we have not 
had the Means of informing ourſelves. 

In this Liſt appear the Names of ſeveral Officers in the De. 
partments cf the Quarter Maſter, Barrack Maſter, and Com. 
miſſary General, as Owners of theſe Veſiels ; but the Names of 
all ſuch Officers as were Owners do not appear ; the Names of 
the Maſters are inſerted in their Stead. Where the principal 
Officers were Proprietors, or had Shares, their Names are not 
found, either in the Contracts for the Hire, or in the Receipts 


for the Payments. 
A Veſſel of One hundred Tons, hired at Thirteen Shillings a 


- Month per Ton, would produce to the Owners Seven hundred and 


Eighty Pounds a Year. Suppoſe him to have, during the whole 
Year, his full Complement of Six Men, at each Three Pounds 
Fifteen Shillings a Month Wages, and to pay Two Shilings a Day 
for victualling each Man, his Men would coſt him Four hundred 
Eighty-nine Pounds, and leave him a Profit of Two hundred 
Ninety-one Pounds a Year ; which Profit would be increaſed, in 
Proportion as he could hire his Men, or procure Boys, at a lels 
Price, or diminiſh his Number whilſt his Veſſel lay at reſt during 
any Part of the Year, or employ them to his Advantage 1n any 
other Service. The Prime Coſt, and Expence of Repairs, are Di- 
minutions of his Profit, depending upon Circumſtances, and 
not open to Calculation. 2 

As the Quarterly Returns, made to the Commander in Chief 
by the Quarter Maſter General, contain the Number of the Wag- 
gons, Horſes, and Drivers, furniſhed by him in each Quarter, 
with their Diſtribution, and Expence to Government for the 
Hire, we have ſelected, and inſerted in the Appendix, Two of 
theſe Returns: Sir William Erſtiue ſupplied us with the Full 
regular Diſtribution that was returned to the Commander in 
Chief, which is for the Quarter ending zoth June 3777 3 the 
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e Diſtributions did not always contain the ſame Numbers, 


and therefore we could not come at the Expence of the Hire of 
them to the Public, but by collecting it from the Vouchers al- 
lowed by the Auditors of the Impreſt to thoſe Quarter Maſters 
General who had paſſed their Accounts in that Office. By an 
Abſtract, compoſed from thoſe Vouchers, we find that the Sum 
paid by the Public, for the Hire only of Waggons, Horſes, and 
Drivers, employed under the Management of the Quarter 
Maſter General, from the 25th of December 1776 to the 3 iſt of 
March 1780, was Three hundred Thirty-eight thouſand Four 
hundred Thirty-five Pounds Eight Shillings and Six Pence 
Three Farthings, excluſive of Proviſions, Forage, Repairs, and 
other contingent Expences. 

The Rate of the Hire of a Waggon, Driver, and Four 
Horſes, being Twelve Shillings a Day, produces to the Pro— 
prictor Two hundred and Nineteen Pounds a Year; from 
whence the Hire of the Driver, at the mean Price of One Shil- 
ling and Two Pence a Day, that 1s, Twenty-one Pounds Five 
Shillings and Ten Pence a Year, being deducted, leaves him a 
clear Yearly Profit of One hundred Ninety-ſeven Pounds Four- 
teen Shillings and Two Pence; the Repairs of the Waggon 
and Harneſs, and the Food of the Driver and Horſes, being 
found by the Public. Computing the Prime Coſt of the Wag- 
gons compleat, at the higheſt Price, Twenty Pounds, and of 
each Horſe at Fifteen Pounds, he receives back Eighty Pounds, 
his Purchaſe Money, in leis than Five Months; after which, 
if poſſeſſed of Fifty large Waggons and Two hundred Horſes 
(and the Waggons and Horſes were in general the Property of 
a few Officers only) he will have, as long as he can continue 
them in the Service of Government, a clear Income of Nine 
taouſand Eight hundred Eighty- five Pounds Eight Shillings and 
Four Pence a Year, ſecure from all Riſk. 

The Commander in Chief, conſulting with the principal Officers 
in the ſeveral Departments, ſettled the Eſtabliſhment, and or- 
dered that it ſhould be permanent and kept compleat. As the 
Army was not always in Motion, the Neceſſity for fo numerous 
a permanent Eſtablihment was not obvious. The Reaton given 
for retaining the ſame Number tor the whole Year, is, the Dit- 
acalty of procuring them again when wanted, in caſe they had 
been diſcharged at the lind of the Campaign; but this Reaion 
does not appear altogether concluſive; for, if they are in being, 
the Arm of the Commander in Chief can reach them, where— 
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ever they are; he has Power to ſeize, the Inſtant he wants it, 
whatever is neceſſary for the Service, in his Contemplation: From 
the Enemy he ſeizes of Right, from a Friend he preſſes of Ne. 
ceſſity, paying him the Value, or for the Uſe. 

The Eſtabliſhment was hardly ever compleat, from the con- 
ſtant Difficulty of procuring the Number of Waggons it re. 
quired ; as they were therefore ſo ſcarce in that Country, and 
the Cattle could have been employed to more Advantage than 
upon the Pay of Government, it might have been advantageous 
to the Inhabitants to have had the Uſe of them for the Time 
the Army were in Quarters ; and the Hire of them, for ſome 
Months every Year, would have been no inconſiderable Saving to 
the Public. 

All Orders and Regulations of every Kind proceed from the 
Commander in Chief: His Power extends, without Controul, over 
the whole Army and all its Connections. It 1s limited only by 
his Diſcretion ; conſequently every Form of Proceeding, every 
Uſage and Mode of Practice, muſt reſt either upon his Orders 
or his Acquieſcence. That we might learn upon what Autho- 
rity this Cuſtom, for the Officers to be Contractors of this 
Deſcription, was grounded, we required from Sir Villiam Hoe 
and Lord Cornwallis the Orders and Inſtructions iſſued by them 
in Nerth America, relative to the ſeveral Departments employ- 
ed in the Expenditure of the Public Money. The Returns 
to theſe Requiſitions contained the Appointment of the Super- 
intendant of Veſſels, and the Regulation of the Payment of 
their Hire, in the Offices of the Departments in which they 
were employed both above mentioned, together with other Or- 
ders made from Time to Time for different Purpoſes of Regu- 
lation : But we found at One Period only Orders relative to the 
Point immediately under our Confideration. Theſe Orders 
were iſſued by Lord Cornwallis, are dated the 23d December 
1780, and contain Matter very important to the Subject before 
us. Lord Cornwallis had upon ſeveral Occaſions found, that 
the Waggons and Horſes provided for the Public Service by the 
Quarter Maſter General were in bad Condition, and neither fit 
nor able to perform the Services required To remedy theſe 
Abuſes, he thought it neceſſary to direct, that the Quanter 
Maſter General ſhould have no I'roperty in either the Wag- 
gons or Horſes ; and to that End he iſſued Orders, enjoining 
him not to charge more for Waggons and Horſes than he had 
actually paid; not to charge the lire of Waggons and Horſes 
purchaſed; not to purchaſe them but upon Government Ac- 
count; and, if he hired them, to pay the Proprictors Re Ty 
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price for Hire allowed by Government. He ordered all the ne- 
ceſſary Craft to be purchaſed on Government Account; and ſome 
of the Veſſels to be diſcharged, as ſoon as they came under the 
Direction of his Deputy Quarter Maſter General at Psr//mouth 
in the Cheſapeat, upon his Repreſentation that they were un- 
neceſſary. He ordered likewiſe the Commiſſary General not to 
charge Government for the compleat Ration, unleſs he ſupplied 
that Ration from the Stores from England; and to charge no 
more for freſh Proviſions, Flour, or Indian Meal, than what 
they coſt him. The Manner of conducting this laſt Office it 
is not in our Power to inquire into; the Commiſſaries General 
are dead; and their Accounts not in England. 

Theſe Orders are levelled at Abuſes at that Time exiſting ; 
and theſe Abuſes all tend to the defrauding of the Public for 
private Emolument. 

By purſuing the Rules of Computation inſerted above, we 
are enabled to diſcover how much would have been faved to 
the Public had the Waggons and Horſes been purchaſed at 
firſt on Account of Government. From the Liſt inſerted in the N* 32. 
Appendix it appears, that the Average Number of Waggons 
conſtantly employed in the Service, from the 25th of December 
1776 to the 31ſt of March 1780, that is, Three Years and a 
Quarter, was Seven hundred Thirty-nine; and the Average 
Number of Horſes, One thouſand Nine hundred Fifty-eight ; 
and the Average Number of Drivers, Seven hundred and Sixty: 
The Average Hire of all theſe amounts to One hundred and FL. 104, 132. 
Four thouſand One hundred Thirty-two Pounds a Tear; 
from whence deducting Sixteen thouſand One hundred Eighty- L. 16,151. 
one Pounds, the Hire of Seven hundred and Sixty Drivers, at 
One Shilling and Two Pence each per Day, there remains 
the Sum of Eighty-ſeven thouſand Nine hundred Fifty- L. 87, 951. 
one Pounds. The Prime Coſt of the Waggons and Horles, at 
the higheſt Price, is Forty-four thouſand One hundred and L. 441509. 
Fifty Pounds; this Sum being deducted from Eighty-ſeven 
thouſand Nine hundred Fifty-one Pounds, leaves the clear L. 87,951- 
Profit of Forty-three thouſand Eight hundred and One Pounds J. 43,801- 
for the firſt Year: This being added to the Sum of One hun- 
cred Ninety-ſeven thouſand Eight hundred Eighty-nine Pounds, J. 197, 889. 
Two Years and One Quarter's clear Profits, after deducting 
the Hire of the Drivers, gives the Sum of Two hundred Forty- L. 241,090. 
ene thouſand Six hundred and Ninety Pounds, paid by the 
Public, beyond what it would have coſt them had the Property 
of theſe Waggons and Horſes belonged to Government: And, 
if the ſame Syſtem of Management has been continued to the 
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preſcnt Time, the Public have incurred a ſtill further Expence 
L. 175,902. of One hundred Seventy-five thouſand Nine hundred and Two 
Pounds for Two Years more, to the 31ſt of March laſt ; that 
L. 417,592. is, the Public have paid Four hundred and Seventeen thouſand 
Five hundred Ninety-two Pounds for the ſingle Article of the 
Hire of Waggons and Horſes ; the Whole of which might have 
been ſaved, had the Mode contained in the Orders of the 23d 
of December 1780 been at firſt adopted. 

From the Circumſtances thus diſcloſed, it can hardly be 
doubted taat this Practice, of letting out for Hire to Govery- 
ment, has been highly lucrative to the Officers engaged in it. 
The Cfficer is a Truſtee for the Public; as ſuch, he is 
L:2und to huſband the Public Money committed to his Charge 
with as much Frugality as if 1t were his own ; what he ſaves 
or what he gains, he faves and gains not for himſelf but for the 
ubhc. He ought not to be permitted, by any Management 
or Contrivance, to carve out for himſelf an Intereſt in the Exc- 
cution of a public Truſt: If that Intereſt has been productive, 
how far ſuch Profit belongs to the Public, and whether, by 
Bills of Diſcovery filed by the proper Officer of the Crown, 
ar by what other Means, it may be diſcovered, and reclaimed for 
the Public, arc for the Wiſdom of Parliament to decide. 

it is of public Concern this Evil ſhould be ſpeedily corrected : 
It lows from permitting a Truſt to reſide, with an Intereſt, in 
the ſame Perſon. Ihe Remedy is, to take away the Intereſt, 
and by that Means to reſtore the Truſt and Control to its fail 
Force, that it may frecly operate for the Benefit of the Public, 
uninfluenced by private Conſiderations. 

But the Remedy may be extended ſtill farther : It ſhould ſeem 
as if it would be more beneficial to the Service, if the Officers 
were relizved entirely from the Trouble of making the Payments. 
Wen their military Duty calls them to the Field, they muſt 
neglect their Duty as Paymaſters, and leave that Branch to be 
conducted entirely by their inferior Officers and Clerks. It ſeems 
to be a Hardſhip upon a Quarter Maſter General, to be ſubject 
to account for very large Sums, no Fart of which he paid him- 
ieit, but merely becauſe they were paid in his Name, and at his 
Om:ce, whilſt he himſelf was abſent upon other Duty. 

There is no n2c:tlary Connection between the military Duty 
of theſe Officers and the Expenditure of Moncy for militiry 
Services: This latter belongs properly to a Civil Department, 
and may be executed by a Civil Officer. Major General lian 

24 Roy, Who, during the laſt War in Germany, was in the Depart- 
ments both of tre Quarter Miſter General and Chief Engineer, 
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imormed us, that no Public Money was iſſued to him in either 
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for, and that there wes ny “ ſte 

We are tnerefore of e tha at the Orders of 23d D.. 
cember 1780 ſhould be Put in Force tonnen renne 
whole Army; that no Gincer ſhouid be ermittle to have a Pro- 
perty or Intereſt in any Article whatever, N en fie Piity of 
his Office obliges him to provide for the Service oft the Army : 
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If purchaſed, it il, ould bc purchaſed by... and: fe F 
Government; if hired, it inould be hed of Perfinms uncon— 
nected with military dervice. Wa arc bkcewiie of 01. ils that 
the Payments ſhould be taken from the Riilitar Oer, and 
thrown upon the Deputy FPaymaſter General of the torcer, 
who is the proper Caſhier of the Aimy, to be carried on b, 
him, in purſuance of the Warrants of the Commander in 
Chief. 

The other Point, in which we think the Public have not been 
ſufficiently guarded, is the Allowance of the Vouchers without 
ſufficient Examination: This Defect pervades every Branch of 
the Expenditure under our Conſideration. i he principal Cmcers 
in theſe Departments are the Perſons accountabie They make 
up, paſs, and pas ar to the Accounts; but, having a Variety of 
other mat: '1al Eminets to tranſact in their Jeveral Statio ns, they 
have no Leiſure to attend to the actual Payments : A Quarter 
Maſter General, wiioie Account amounted «© ee 81 hundred, 


thouſand Po: ads vias for Five Montiis to zether upon Duty in 


the Field, vw:in0ut having been able once to attend his Ocice. 
He is bkewiie 0 ed top: 1s the Account of a Sum never re- 
cerved by him, but ihuet to and c end. ! V7 an Alllltan nt De Put y 


2 AT ter Maſt Cz General, v. 0 * nett her appointed n Or en ; 
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c&. ic CLIC Warrant inuted 0 113 \ #115: Di * fates that the Cn 
therein directed 18 tO be aCcCOnNnNte 4 8 «far He Qua rter Maſter 
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genera. The Chief Engincer coniiders himſelf as liable to ac- 
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Count for Sums, no art of which ne eicher receives or Pays, 


nor are the Fayr: Ents made in his Name; for, though the Sum 
is made payaui: to wan by the Variant, yet he never actually 
receives it; but he indorſes tne Warrant tothe Sa aymaſter ot the 
* V \ OT ks, 
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Works, who receives the Whole, and with it diſcharges Bills, 
either directed to him for Payment by the Chief Engineer or the 
Commander in Chief, or at his own Diſcretion without the In- 
tervention of either, and takes the Receipts in his own Name. 

T his important Buſineſs of Expenditure, that requues At- 
tention, Circumſpection, Accuracy, and Fidelity, muſt be en- 
truſted to inferior Officers, Clerks, and even to Strangers. 

1he Making-up and Examination of the Accounts is con- 
ducted in the following Manner: Every Quarter the Accountan 
collects together from his Deputies, Afliſtants, and Cleiks, all 
the Vouchers for the Payments made by them during that 
Quarter: They are abſtracted, digeſted under Heads, and 
bundled up together. The Abſtract is produced to the Con- 
mander in Chief ſor his Inſpection and Approbation, and 
in order to obtain a Final Warrant for the Amount of the 
Abſtract. The Vouchers are ready for his Inſpection if he 
requires it. This is the Firſt Check to which the Account is 
ſubmitted. It is not to be imagined, that the many important 
Objects, that muſt continually engroſs the Attention of the Ge- 
neral of an Army, will afford him either Leiſure or Patience to 
examine voluminous Bundles of Vouchers : He may ſometimes, 
upon a tranſient View of the Abſtract, find ſome Article that 
excites his Curioſity to call for an Explanation ; but he cannot 
poſſibly enter into the Detail, or minutely examine into the Cir- 
cumſtances of a complicated Receipt; and therefore, unleſs ſuch 
an Inſtance occurs for Inſpection, the Vouchers are left unex- 
amincd in the Hands of the Accountant, and the Commander in 
Chief depends upon his Honour that he has them in his Poſſeſ- 
ſion. 

After the Final Warrant is obtained, this Abſtract and the 
Vouchers are ſent Home to be examined, that the Account may 
be paſſed in the Office of the Auditors of the Impreſt. It is 
utterly impoſſible the Vouchers can be ſufficiently ſcrutinized 
in this Office, for want of Evidence: The Accountant is the 
proper Perſon to give them Information; and he, very poſſi- 
bly, is not privy to the Payment, or to any one Circumſtance 
ſtated in the Voucher. 


Charles Harris, Eſquire, One of the Deputy Auditors of 


the Impreſt, tells us the Grounds upon which a Voucher, 


for a Payment for the Extraordinary Service Abroad, is, and 
of Necellity muſt be, allowed in that Orlice :—If it contains a 
certain Sum received, the Signature of a Perion receiving, and 
a juſt Computation, and agrees with the Abſtract, it is dee ned 
and admitted as a fair Voucher: For the Truth of it, they 


rely 
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rely upon the Oath taken by the Accountant before the Ba- 
10ns of the Exchequer, when he paiſes his Account. In Fact, 
in thoſe Accounts which have been alrea ady palſed in this 
Othce, no Inquiry ſceems to have been made into the Truth 
of the a whatever Queſtions might ariſe upon tne 
Face of them. By the Foim of this Oath, which we ob- 
tained from the Oftice of the Auditors of the Impreſt, the Ac- 
countant {wears that the Account is juſt and true, according 
to the beſt of his Knowledge and Belicf : Theſe latter * ds 
muſt, as we conceive, be interpreted by him ſo to qualify the 

Oath, as to enable him to ſwear with Safcty to thoſe Items 
of his Account, of the tranſacting of which he has no other 
Knowledge than what the Vouchers themſelves give him, and 
where he knows nothing of the Perſons who tranſact them, 
except probably their general Characters: No great Reliance, 
then, can be had, for the Truth of the Voucher, upon the 
Oath of the Accountant ; becauſe that Oath, ſo worded, is no 
additional Evidence of its Truth. 

From thus tracing the Voucher, from the Pay Office of the 
Department in North America to the Office of its final Exa- 
mination in Eng/a::d, it appears that the Public may be de- 
frauded in a Tranſaction, and yet the Voucher of that Tranſ- 
action may paſs through all its Stages of Examination unſuſ- 
pected and unimpcached, and be ſworn to by the Accountant 
without the Violation of his Oath. Various are the Ways and 
Means by which the Fraud may be committed: The Agree- 
ment or Purchaie may be made by Collution : The Subject Mat- 
ter of the Receipt may be falſe in Quantity or Quality: The Ser- 
vice over- rated, or not performed: The Sum inſerted may be more 
than the Sum bau fide paid: The Receipt may be obtained by 
Compulſion, or Colluſion, upon falſe or forged Certificates: It 
may have been ſigned in Blank, and filled up afterwards with 
falſe Sums, or ſigned with a feigned Name; and yet the Voucher 
may be fair upon the I ace of it; and theſe groſs Frauds will 
eſcape Detection. 

1 heſe Suggeſtions are not mere Surmiſes; they reſt not on 
bare Loſſibility or Imagination: They are warranted by what we 
have obſerved in the Accounts of the Quarter Maſters General 
which have been paſſed in the Office of the Auditors of the Im- 
preſt. Certain Vouchers have been there admitted as Evidence 
of Payments, to Perſons who never did in Fact receive, nor 
could be ſuppoſed likely to be entruſted with the Receipt of 
the Sums inlertcd in theie Vouchers : The |.eceipts for the Hire 
of the Drivers, Waggons, and Horſes (no inconſiderable Sum) 

are 
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are not in Truth what they purport to be upon the Face of 
them; they carry the Appearance of, and are produced as the 
Receipt of, a ceitain Sum by the Perſon whoſe Name or Signa- 
ture 15 ſet oppoſite to that Sum ; the Sum 1s compoun ded of 
the Hire of the Driver, ese and Horſes, for a cercain 


Time; but the Man receiving, or ſigning, or ſetting his Iran 
to the Receipt, 15 uſually the Driv er "only, frequently a Ne: 
or ſome Pcrion in the lov. ett Caps city, to whom n: Wg. 


would be entruſted: He is the oben Receiver Or th WW hot: 

whereas he in Truth reccives à ve: y rithng Pa rt of it, his own 
Wages only; the Kcmainder, being t he Hire of the Waggon 
and Horſes, is paid or accountca 0 to tne Otter to Won they 
belong, but whoie Recapt docs not appcar as 2 Voucher for 
the Accountant. The Artificcrs and Labourers are Paid by 


— 


Liſts, in like Manner with tlie Drivers; 1 nut 120: wih aally in t! 
Office of the Department, but b i. Grerivers, who reccive th 
grois Amount of the Lift, and, alter darin 7 ; Þ aid it, bring! it 
back to the Office, with the Names of che e Perions receiving 
ſet oppoſite to the Sums they were to receive. 

Since the Drivers (and very numstous tucy arc) are prevailcd 
upon or induced by Cuſtom to ſign Keceipts for Sums they 
never receive, there may be Reaſons or Ind uncements for the li 
Practice in various other Eranches of the Expcnditure ; and in 
every Inſtance of this Kind the Voucher is not true. 

Having been informed that ſome Mzaſures had been taken by the 
Lords Commiſſioners of the 'i'reaſ; ary for the Purpoſe of con trol- 
ing the Expenditure of this Money in North America, we 1nd 
to them our Prec: pt for Copies of the Commiſſions and Inſtruc- 
tions given to the Commiſſaries of Accounts in Nr A ncrica, 
and Extracts of their « dg cg ence relative thereto : In conſe- 
quence of this Reduit, 3, we received the Copy of a Commis 
ſion, dated : 5th of Feli u. 5 1779, appointing Major Duncan 
Drunim;z:d Commiſſary of counts, to examine, audit, and ccr- 
tify all Accounts whitivever of Money due for F orage, Bread, 


and Prov, ons, furmiſhied by Contract or otherwiſe, and delivered 


Ir We erf tac Aimy aud Moſpitals, and for all other Extra- 
07.16347% erwies. The ſame Power had been before delega: ed 
WD L497, Ligeutre, by Commitiion dated 1ſt of F' bruary 
777, Fu des ict appear to have been er executed. We und, 
ÞY 1 tra giitted to us with this Commiſſion (ſome of 


q 2 1;.rted in the Appendix) that in purluance of 
that Se. mien, and of Directions and Inſtructions relat:ve 
b ereto, tranſ. Mitte from Time to Time from the Lords Com- 
niuoners or the Freaſury to the Commanders in Chief and tue 

Comimniflary 


„„ 


Commiſſary of Accounts, ſome Progreſs has been made in carry- 
ing the Powers of that Commiſſion into Execution; but how 
far it has been effectual to the Prevention or Diminution of the 
Evil, it has not been in our Power to diſcover. 

Of the Ten Millions and upwards that have been iſſued for 
theſe Services to North America within the laſt Six Years, Ac- 
counts of a ferv Officers only, amounting to about One Millon 
One hundred thouſand Pounds, have been as yet rendered in the 
proper Office. The Accounts of about One hundred and Forty 
thouſand Pounds more are ready: So that the Expenditure of 
Eight Millions Seven hundred and Sixty thouſand Pounds ſtill 
remain to be accounted for. 

By an Account of the Yearly Average Number of Ifiis Ma- 
jeſty's Forces ſerving at New York and its Dependencies, from the 
iſt of January 1776 to the ziſt of D.cember 1789, extracted 
from Returns of thoſe Forces made to us from the War Office, 
purſuant to our Requiſition, it appears that the Number of the 
Forces decreaſed every Year from 1778 ; but, from the Account 
of the Contractors for remitting, the Iſſue for the Extraordinary 
Services of that Army greatly increaſed during the fame Period. 

In the Account of the Iſſues to the Officers in the Four De- 
partments, we find that the Warrants iſſued to the Quarter Maſ- 
ters General ſince the 16th of July 1780, and to the Barracks 
Maſters General ſince the 29th of June 1780, and to the Com- 
miſſaries General ſince the 25th of May 1778, have been all Tem- 
porary, for Sums on Account; that no Final Warrant has been 
granted ſince thoſe ſeveral Periods : So that theie Sums have been 
iſſued, without even the Ceremony of a Quarterly Abſtract, and 
the confidential Reliance on the Officer that his Vouchers are 
forthcoming, 

Of theſe Ten Millions, there have been iſſued to Canada, be- 
tween the 1ſt of June 1776 and the 234 of October laſt, Two Mil- 
lions Two hundred Thirty-fix thouſand and Twenty- nine Pounds 
Eleven Shillings and Seven Pence; a Province, whoſe military Ope- 
rations, fince the Year 1777, the Public are not made acquainted 
with. This Iſſue has been increaſing every Year, and no apparent 
Reaſon for it ; and upon the Expenditure in this Province there 
exiſts no Check or Control, that we know of, whatever. 

Theſe are Circumſtances of Suſpicion and Alarm. The ordi- 
nary Forms of Examination and Accounting are neither compre- 
henſive nor ſtrong enough to embrace the various Circumſtances 
of this Expenditure : They call for a minute, accurate, and rigid 
Inveſtigation ; but none ſuch can, as we apprehend, be obtained 
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in this Kingdom; the Evidence eſſentially neceſſary for that 
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Purpoſe cannot be procured here. Should it be thought proper 
to ſubject theſe Accounts to ſuch a Scrutiny, we can deviſe or ſug- 
geſt no Method of obtaining this End, unleſs the Legiſlature 
ſhould think proper to refer all of them to an Examination in Nor-. 
America, by Perſons intelligent in the Subject Matter, and un- 
connected with the Expenditure; who may inquire into every 
Circumſtance of the Tranſaction, and have Recourſe to ever 

Perſon concerned in it; and who may be authorized and directed 
to examine into the whole Expenditure, as well of the antecedent 
as ſubſequent Iſſues. The Commanders in Chief may be en- 
joined to give them their Countenance, Protection, and Support, 
and not to grant Warrants for the Payment of any Article of 
theſe Expences without the Teſtimony of their Allowance. The 
Diſallowance of the Voucher comes too late, after Payment. By 
a Check and Control thus eſtabliſhed upon the Spot, and by an 
able and conſcientious Execution of ſuch a Truſt, the Public 
might be enabled to obtain Reſtitution where they have been 


defrauded, and Security againſt Impoſition and Peculation for 
the future. | 


T. ANGUISH, L. 8.) 

Office of Accounts, A. PIGGOTT, (L. S.) 
Surrey=Street, RICH? NEAVE, L. S.) 
18th June 1782. SAMT BEACH CROFT, (L. S.) 
GEO. DRUMMOND. (L. S.) 
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An ACCOUNT of che Sums granted by Parliament for the Extraor- 


dinary Services of the Army, from the giſt of January 1776 to the 
ift of February 1782. 


F 4. d. 
Amount Anno 1776 _ — — ] 2,170,602 12 5 
Amount Anno 1777 — — — | 2,200,223 13 — 
Amount Anno 1778 — — — 3,026,137 4 4 
Amount Anno 1779 — — — 3,418,805 18 11 
Amount Anno 1780 — — — 4.343, 217 19 8 
Amount Anno 1781 — — — 4,343,981 14 4 


—BW . 


Total — | 19:502,969 2 8 
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To D' made to D', purſuant to De, for D' Services, 
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IN* 3. 


ACCOUNT of the Monies iſſued to Meſſrs. Harley and Drummond, 
purſuant to His Majeſty's Warrants, for the Extraordinary Services of 
His Majeſty's Forces ſerving in North America, from the iſt of January 
1776 to the 3 iſt of December 1781. Prepared purſuant to a Precept 
from the Commiſſioners of Accounts, dated the 14th of February 
1782. 


—— 


To ſundry Iſſues made to Meſſrs. Harley and Drum- 
mond, purſuant to His Majeſty's Warrants, for the. 
Extraordinary Services of His Majeſty's Forces 
ſerving in North America, from the 1ſt of January 
1776 to the 3 iſt of December following _ 

To D' made to D', purſuant to D', for D' Services, 
from the iſt of January 1777 to the gift of De- 
cember following — — — 1,102,064 8 10 


, 


To D' made to D', purſuant to D', for D' Services, | 
from the 1ft of January 1778 to the 3 iſt of De 
cember tollowing — — — 

To D' made to D', purſuant to D', for Dꝰ Services, 
from the iſt of January 1779 to the 3 iſt of De 
cember following _ — — 1,755,526 8 7 


K 


849,973 18 5 


1,368,202 1 — 


from the 1it of January 1780 to the 3iſt of De 

cember following — — — 2,588,339 17 5 
To D' made to D', purſuant to De, for D' Services, 

from the 3ſt of Fanuary 1781 to the gift of De- 

cember tollowing — — — 2,419,759 8 


3 
L. | 10,083,863 2 6 


Pay Office, Hor/e Guards, 


26th February 1782. 
CHAS BEMBRIDGE, 


Accountant, 
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N. 3. 


The EXAMINATION of Thomas Neale, Eſquire; taken upon Oath, 
| the 26th of February, and 6th of March, 1782. 


TH15 Examinant faith, That he is Agent in London to Mefirs, Horley 

and Drummond, the Contractors for remitting Money for the Uſe and 
Service of His Majeſty's Forces ſerving in North Amica. When a Re- 
quiſition is ſent by the Commander in Chief at New J to the Agents of 
the Remitters, expreſſing the Want of a certain Sum for the Extraordinary 
Services of the Army for the enſuing Quarter, that Requiſition is tranl- 
mitted by them to the Remitters in England, and a Duplicate is ſent, as he 
is informed, by the Commander in Chief to the Treaſury. 

The Remitters uſually receive, with the Requiſition, Advice of Bills 
drawn upon them by their Agents in Conſequence thereof ; upon which 
they apply to the Treaſury by Memorial, with a Liſt of the Bills annexed, 
for Money to enable them to extinguiſh thole Bills : They then receive 
from the Treaſury a Warrant, directed to the Paymaſter General of the 
Forces, to pay to the Remitters the Sum therein mentioned, to ſatisfy the 
Whole or a Part of the Sum mentioned in the Memorial. The Paymaſter 
General receives the Money from the Exchequer, and gives to the Remitters 
a Draft upon the Bank for that Sum ; who apply the ſame to extinguiſh 
thoſe Bills. 

Where no Bills are drawn by the Agents, and Money 1s to be remitted 
to America, in order to ſupport the Exchange there, Money 1s obtained 
from the Paymaſter General of the Forces in the ſame Manner, and re- 
mitted to America according to ſpecial Directions given by the Treaſury. 
Money thus remitted the Agents are directed to be very careful of, and not 
to make Uſe of, unleſs the Money-holders ſhould lower the Exchange upon 
them. 

Where the Commander in Chief makes no Requiſition, the Remitters re- 
ceive from their Agents Information of what Money is wanted. The Agents 
pay the Sums they receive for the Uſe of the Army to the Deputy Pay- 
maſters Abroad, upon their Application. 

This Examinant further ſaith, That the preſent Agreement between the 
Treaſury and the Contractors, for remitting, is One and a Half per Cent. 
together with all Fees of Office, and the Expence of Tranſportation, The 
Contractors would not take upon themſelves the Payment of the Fees of 
Office, becauſe they knew not how to draw the Line relative to the 
Quantum. 

THOS NEALE. 
T. Anpuiſh, 
Rich Neave, 
Sam. Beachcroft, 
Geo. Drummond, 


N? 4. 


APPENDIX, NM 4 


MR” 4 


The EXAMINATION of the Honourable Lieutenant General Sir 
William Howe, K. B.; taken upon Oath, 4th and 5th March, and 22d 
April, 1782. 


IR William Hewe ſaith, That he was Commander m Chief of his 

Majeity's Forces within the Colomes laying on the Atlantic Ocean, rrom 

Neva Scotia to Weſt Florida, from the 10th of Odlober 1775 to the 23d of 
Alay 1778. | | 

No Money placed in the Hands of the Deputy Paymaſter General of the 
Forces, for the Extraordinary Services of tne Army, can be 1flued without 
tz Authority of the Commander in Chicf; this Authority is ſometimes de- 
legated by him to General Officers commanding Corps, in Caſcs of Neceſ- 
lity, where the Communication 1s either interrupted or too diſtant. 

He, as Commander in Chict, exerciſed this Power, by granting either 
'cmporary or Final Warrants to Officers at the Heads of thole Depart- 
ments employed in the Expenditure of the Public Money for the Army 
Services. The Temporary Warrant, is a Warrant for Money iſſued upon 
Account at the Requiſition of the Officer. At the End of every Quarter, 
or as ſoon after as the Service would admit, he, as Commander in Chief, 
required from the Heads of each Department an Account of the Sum 
expended for the laſt unſettled Quarters: Purſuant to this Requiſition, the 
Officer laid betore him the Quarterly Abſtract of the Money diſburſed by 
him in his Department, diſtinguiſned under particular Heads; he examined 
this Abſtract, and if any Charge was either new, or higher than he expect- 
ed. or wanted Explanation, he either called for the Voucher tor that Ar- 
ticle, or for the Officer to explain it; otherwile the Vouchers were left un- 
examined in the Poſſeſſion of the Officer, to be produced by him in the 
Otnce where his Accounts were to be finally paſſed. Ihe Vouchers are ſo 
numerous, and the Duties of a Commander in Chief are ſo various and 
extenſive, that it is almoſt impoſſible for him to give his Attention to 2 
minute Examination into Accounts; but he generally either enquired of 
the Officer whether he had the Vouchers for the different Articles, or de- 
pended upon his Honour that he had them all in his Poſſeſſion. If no 
Objection appeared to this Abſtract, he granted a Final Warrant, directed 
to the Deputy Paymalter General, for the Payment of the total Sum there- 
ia mentioned, with the Abſtract annexed. The Officer, as he apprehends, 
carries this Final Warrant to the Deputy Paymaſter General, rakes up from 
him and cancels the Temporary Warrants, and receives the Balance, leaving 
with the Deputy Paymaſter General the Warrant and Abſtract, as his 
Voucher. | 

The Officers to whom he, as Commander in Chief, iſſued Money, for 
which they were accountable, were, the Secretary and Paymaſter to the 
Commander in Chief, the Paymaſter General of the Provincial Troops, the 

Quarter- 
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Quarter Maſter General, the Commiſſary General, the Barrack Maſter Ge- 
neral, the Chief Engineer, the Superintendant of Indian Affairs, the Bridge 
Maſter, the Purveyors of the Hoſpitals, and the Commiſſary of Priſoners. 
When he came to the Command of the Army, he found that the Quarter- 
Maſter General, the Commiſſary General, the Barrack Maſter General, and 
the Chief Engineer, were Officers entruſted with the Expenditure of Part 
of the Public Money ; he continued to entruſt them with ſo much Money 
as the Services of their reſpective Departments required. He does not con- 
ſider it as abſolutely neceſſary that theſe Officers ſhould be entruſted with 
the Payment of Money; that Truſt may be lodged in other Perſons, All 
theſe Accountants were paid in the ſame Manner, upon producing Abſlracts 
of their Expenditure, by Final Warrants granted to them upon the Deputy 
Pay maſter General: He found this to be the Mode in uie when he firſt rook 
the Command of the Army, and continued it during his Time. Conh- 
dence is placed in the principal Officers, that they execute their ſeveral 
Truſts with Honeſty and Fidelity, and they are ſubject to a future Account 
at Home. It theſe Accounts were not diſcharged, the Service could not go 
on. Liſts of theſe Warrants are ſent Home every Quarter, or ſoon after 
every Settlement, to the Commiſſioners of the Treaſury. In ſome Caſes oi 
inferior Officers, he did not diſcharge the Accounts until they had been 
examined by ſome Officer to whom he referred them. There was no Check. 
upon the Officers employed in this Expenditure, except the Examination 
by the Commander in Chief above-mentioned. 

The Regulations by which the ſeveral Departments are governed, flow 
from the Commander in Chief, and no Alterations can be made in thote 
Regulations but by his Orders. In forming the Regulations, he uſually 
conſulted the Officers at the Heads of the teveral Departments. He, as 
Commander in Chief, appointed all thoſe additional Staff Ciicers which 
the Neceſſity of the Service required, ſuch as Deputy Quarter Maſters, De- 
puty Barrack Maſters, ſome Aſſiſtant Commiſſaries, and other inferior Oi- 
ficers, and the ſuperior Officers themſelves, upon a Vacancy. 

He ſettled what Number of Waggons, Hortes, and Drivers ſhould be 
employed for a Campaign; and the Diſtribution of them amongit the 
ſeveral Regiments, Corps, and Departments. Thele were in gencral re- 
tained the whole Lear; had they been diſcharged at the End of the Cam- 
paign, it would have been hardly poſible to have procured them when 
wanted; and ail of them were at one Time in the Winter, whilſt the Army 
was at Philadelpbia, employed in bringing in Forage, and the regimental 
Waggons were conſtantly employed in the regimental Services. 

He ſettled the Price of the Hire of the Waggons, Hories, and Drivers, 
and the Tonnage of the Small Craft employed. No Waggons or Hortes 
were purchaſed tor the Uſe of the Army; the hiring them was conſidered ) 
as the greateſt Saving to the Public, becauſe they couid then be diſcharged 
at any Time without Loſs. If they were loit in the Service, the Proprictors 6 | 

| 
[ 
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were to be paid for them. 

Finding a Neceſſity for a Naval Officer who ſhould provide proper 
Veſſels, and take Care that they were well equipped, and torth-coming when 
wa'.ted, and not detained in the Service longer than was neceilary—tfor | 
theſe, and other Purpoſes mentioned in the Warrant, he appointed Captain 5 
David Laird to the Office of Superinteudant of Veſſels. This Oey 9 7 
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fore belonged to the Department of the Quarter Maſter General, but his 
Buſineſs grew too extenſive for him to give ſufficient Attention to it. 

Mr. Daniel Chamier received a Commiſſion appointing him Commiſſary 
of Accounts attending the Army in North America; but he does not know 
or believe that he ever acted under that Authority. 


T. Anguiſþ, 

A. Piggott, 
Rich Nearve, 
Geo. Drummond. 


W. HOWE, 


N* 5. 


The EXAMINATION of the Right Honourable Lieutenant General 


Earl Cornwallis ; taken upon Oath, 27th of February, and iſt of March, 
1782. 


ORD Cornwallis ſaith, That when he was left in Command in South 
Carolina, in June 1780, he received Inſtructions from Sir Henry Clinton, 
the Commander in Chief, to grant Warrants upon the Deputy Pay maſter 
General in Charles Town, tor Money applicable to the Services of the Army; 
in conſequence of theſe Inſtructions, he iſſued Warrants to the ſeveral Off- 
cers employed in the Expenditure of the Public Money, particularly to the 
Quarter Maſter General, Commiſſary Gencral, and Perſons in other inferior 
Departments; moiſt of theſe Warrants were, as he believes, Temporary, and 
upon Account, and granted upon the Application of Officers, ſuggeſting 
that they were in want of Money to carry on the Services of their ſcveral 
Departments. 

Having found, upon ſeveral Occaſions, the Waggons and Horſes em- 
ployed in the Public Service in bad Condition, and unable to perform tlie 
Services required, he wiſhed to apply the moſt cficftual Remedy to this 
Evil; and, as it had been cuſtomary for the Quarter Malter General to pro- 
vide both for the Uſe of the Army, he thought it neceſſary to direct that 
the Quarter Maſter General ſhould have no Property in either the Wag- 
gons or the Horſes; and this was one Object of Orders iſſued by him, and 
dated the 23d December 1780: The ſame Orders contained Directions rela- 
tive to the Craft provided by the Quarter Maſter General for the Uſe of the 
Army. Another Object of theie Orders was the Cummullary General: He 
had obſerved that it had been the Cuſtom for the regimental Quarter Mal- 
ters, when they received Proviſions from the Commiſſary General, to give 
him Receipts for a compleat Ration, without diſtinguiſhing whether it con- 


litted 
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ſiſted of Proviſions received from Europe, or procured in that Country; 
whereas the latter were often got for nothing, or at a Price interior to that 
of the European Ration: To remedy this Evil, he iſſued thoſe Orders rela- 
tive to the Commiſſary General. To prevent Proviſions taken from the 
Country, and either not paid for, or paid for at a certain Price, from being 
charged to the Account of the Public, either at all, or at a greater Price 
than they were purchaſed at, he appointed Commiſſaries of Captures; who 
collected Proviſions from the Country, and gave Receipts for them to thoſe 
Perſons only who were Friends; and delivered out thoſe Proviſions to the 
Troops without taking Receipts for them; by which Means thoie Receipts 
only given to the Proprietors of the Proviſions could be brought in Charge 
againſt the Public. 

That theſe Receipts given by the Commiſſaries of Captures might be 
paid at New York, and fome Indulgences promiſed by him to the Troops 
might be allowed, he delivered to the Commander in Chief at New York a 
Paper containing Memorandums for that Purpoſe, which Paper he will lay 
before the Board, as it fully deſcribes the Steps he had caken relative to his 
Mode of ſupplying the Army under his Command. 


CURNWALLIS. 
T. Anguiſh, 
Rich Neave, 
Sam Beachcroft, 
Geo. Drummond. 


Ne 6. 


By his Excellency the Honourable General Sir 1/7:{:-m Howe, General 
and Commander in Chief of all His Majeity's Forces within the 
Colonies laying on the Atlantic Ocean, from Nova Scotia to N eſt 
Tlorida incluſive, &c. &c. &c. 


OU arc hereb directed and reguired, out of ſuch Monies as are or 
ſhall come to your Hans, tor the Contingent or Extraordinary Ex- 
pences of His Majeſty's Forces under my Command, to Day, Or cauſe to 
be paid, to Brigadier General Sir William Erjeine, Quarter Maſter General, 
or his Aſſigns, without Deduction, the Sum of Fifty four thouſand Eight 
hundred and Fifty nin Pounds Sixteen Shillings Sterling, being the Amount 
ot Expences 1ncurred in the Quarter Matter General's Department, tor 
marching Troops, Freight of Tranſports, and other Contingencies in ſaid 
Department, from the 1ſt April to zoth June 1777, both Days included, as 
per the annexed Account, the Vouchers for which are lodged with Briga- 
dier General Sir William Erſkine; and for ſo doing, this, with the Acquit- 
rance 
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tance of the ſaid Brigadier General Sir William Erſtine, or his Aſſigns, ſhall 
be your ſufficient Warrant and Diſcharge. 
Given under my Hand, at Head 
Quarters in Philadelphia, the z iſt 
Day of December 1777. 
To Thomas Barrow, Eſquire, Deputy 
Pay maſter General of His Ma- W. HOWE. 
jeſty's Forces. 


By his Exccllency's Command. 
Robert Mackenzie. 


Ne 7. 


The EXAMINATION of Brigadier General William Dalrymple. 
Quarter Maſter General in North America; taken upon Oath, the 4th 
and 8th of May 1781. 


TEIs Examinant ſaith, That he was appointed Quarter Maſter Ge— 

neral to the Army under the Command of Sir Henry Ciinton, in 
North America, in November 1779, and ſucceeded Sir Villiam Erſkine in 
that Office ; he went from England in March following, arrived at New York 
about the End of April, and inimediately failed for Charles Town ; from 
thence he returned to New York in June. During his Abſence, in the 
Months of April, May, and June, the Buſineſs of the Quarter Maſter 
General at New York was executed by Lord Cathcart (who was pre 
temtore Quarter Maſter General) and by the Deputies in that DNepart- 
ment. The Mode of ob:aining Money by the Quarter Maſter General 
is, by a Memorial to the Commander in Chief, praying a Sum may be 
iſſued to him upon Account, by Warrant upon the Deputy Paymaſter; 
upon producing this Warrant to him, he gives an Order upon the Agents 
of the Remitters for the Sum. 

The firſt and only Account for which he obtained a definitive War— 
rant from the Commander in Chief, was for the Expenditure of the 
Money in his Department at New York, for the Months of April, May, 
and June 1780. He collected from the ſeveral Deputy Quarter Maſters Ge- 
neral, and procured from his own Office, the Vouchers for the Tranlzc- 
tions during that Period, of which he made an Abſtract, and carried that 
Abitract, with a Final Warrant annexed, to the Commander in Chict, and 
left them with him for his Inſpection, and informed him he had the 
Vouchers ready for his Examination. 

He believes the utual Method is for the Secretary to examine the Ab- 

ſtract 
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ſtrat with the Warrant, and to make his Report to the Commander in 
Chief, who ſigns the Warrant for the Sum Total mentioned in the Ab- 
ſtract, and the Secretary cou::terligns it. He believes it is not uſual, and 
hardly poſſible, for the Commander in Chict, or his Secretary, to examine 
the Vouchers, thev are geacraily fo very vcluminous, and muſt be tranſ- 
mitted to the Oſtice of he Auditors of the Impreit to be definitively 
examined, and allowed of by them, previous io the Quarter Maſter Gene- 
ral's paſting his Accounts, | k 

In every Service Superintendants are appointed, who fee, and certify 
to the Quarter Maſter General, that the Service is actually performed. 
No Perſon is paid for any Service without producing proper Certificates, 
ſigned by thoſe Superintendants, of the Service being performed. Every 
Perſon who receives Money at the Office, ſigns Three or Four Receipts 
for the Sum. 

The Price for the Hire of Veſſels, Horſes, Waggons, Drivers, Con- 
ductors, Artizans, and Day Labourers, has not increaſed ſince the Time 
either Sir William Howe or General Gage commanded the Army in 
America, and ſettled the ſeveral Prices. | 

The Horſes uſed by the Army for drawing the foreign Artillery, Re- 
gimental and other Waggons for Stores and Proviſions (of which the 
Diſtribution is ſettled by the Commander in Chief) are hired by the 
Quarter Maſter General for an unlimited Time, each at near One Shil- 
ling and Nine Pence a Day Sterling, and to be ſupplied with a Ra- 
tion a Day (according to a {tipulated Weight) of Hay and Grain, which 
frequently cannot be complied with for Want of Forage. The Eſtabliſh- 
ment is permanent, becauſe, was it broke in upon, it could not be re- 
eſtabliſhed, for the Proprietors can employ their Cattle to much more 
Advantage than upon the preſent Pay of Government. The Waggons 
are hired at the ſame Price. 

The Drivers neceſſary for the Waggons are hired each at near One Shil- 
ling and Nine Pence Sterling a Day, and a Ration of Proviſions ; theſe 
are kept in Pay during the whole Year, becauſe, were they diſcharged, they 
could be employed more to their own Advantage, and it would be dit- 
ficult to replace them. Demands for theſe Articles are paid every Three 
Months, upon the Certificates of the proper Officer of each Corps, ſpe- 
cifying the Names, the 1ime of Employment, and Sums due to each 
Perſon for each Article. 

All Demands are paid either in Caſh, or in Bills drawn by the Agents 
of the Remitters upon their Principals in London, which Bills are iſſued 
at the Market Price, 

Great Part of the Carriage neceſſary for the Buſineſs of the Barrack 
Maſter General, and for the Chief Engineer, is performed by the Depart- 
ment of the Quarter Maſter General, 

| W. DALRYMPLE. 
Guy Carleton, 
T. Anguiſh, 
Rich Neave, 
Sam] Beachcroft, 
Geo, Drummond. 
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The EXAMINATION of Peter Paumier, Eſquire, One of the 
Deputy Commiilaries to the Army in North America; taken upon 
Oath, the 1ſt; 7th, and 8th of May 1781. 


Hs Frxaminant ſaith, That he is now, and hath been for Five 

Years, Deputy Commiſſary to the Forces in Nerth America; firſt, 
to Mr. Chamier, and afterwards to Mr. Wer, the preſent Comniiflary. 
He is appointed by the King's Warrant, counterſigned by the Lords of 
the Treaſury. He 1s ſubject to the Control of, and receives his Inſtructions 
from, the Commiſſary General. His Buſineſs is to ſuperintend the Pro- 
viſions of the Army, and their Diſtribution amongſt the Troops; to pro- 
cure Proviſions when wanted; and to victual the Tranſports, Ihe Provi- 
ſions ſent from Europe are generally conſigned to the Commander in Chicf, 
and delivered to the Commiſſary General in America, or to his Deputies 
or Aſſiſtants. When ſalt or dry Proviſions are wanted, the Comm, iſſary 
General himſelf, where he is reſident, otherwiſe his Deputy, makes an 
Agreement, commonly in Writing, with the Perſons from whom he pur- 
chales them: The Terms of this Agreement are, he believes, always com- 
municated to, and approved of by, the Commander in Chict; who 
ſeldom, if ever, has any Communication with the PFerſons who {ſell the 
Proviſions. 

After Proviſions are contradted for, the Commiſſary General gives his 
verbal Directions to One of his Aſſiſtant Commiſſaries, to receive into 
His Majeſty's Stores the Proviſions he has agreed for, if ſound and 
good; which Aſſiſtant gives the Seller a Certificate of what he has de- 
I, vered, and rejorts in Writing to the Commiliary General the Quan- 
tity received, There is an Officer called an Inſpector, appointed by 
the Com iſſary General, whoſe ſole Buſineſs is to examine into the Quality 
and State of all Proviſions at the Time of their Delivery into Store, and who 
reports to the Aſſiſtant Commiſſary, upon every Keceipt of Proviſions, 
their Quality and Quantity. The Value is left to the judgment of the 
Conmiſſary General, and the Quality to the Judgment of the In- 
ſpector. The Seller, after he has obtained his Ceriifica e from the Al- 
ſiſtant Co »:mitſary, makes ovt Bills of Parcels to, aud is paid by, the 
Commiſſay General; to whom he gives.a Receipt for the Money. It is 
not uſual! iv have a Witneſs cither to the Payment of the Money or the 
Signing ot the Receipt. Agreements for theſe Proviſions are uſually made 
in Sterling, and are paid for either in Cath, or Bills upon the Remitters, 
as molt convenient. 

When Forage is wanted, the Commander in Chief, Commandant of 
the Town, and Commiflary General, hold a Meeting with the principal 
Landho:ders of the Country, in order to fix the Price of the different 
Articles of Forage, and of the Carriage. When the Price is ſettled, a 
Proclamation is iſſucd by the Commander in Chief, ordering the Inha- 

bitants 
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bitants of the Country to bring their Forage to Places mentioned in an 
Advertiſement by the Commiſſary General, at the Prices therein ſpe- 
ciſied. 

One of the Deputy Commiſſaries has the Charge of the Forage, and 


is called the Forage Officer; he appoints Aſfiſtants, with the Conlent cr 
the Commiſſary General, to attend the Det os tor Fora Chet A Aifian $ 
give Receipts to the Perlons who bring it, ſpcottying the particular Cuantity 


and Species. Theſe Receipts, being produced at rhe Forage Office at New 
York, are paid by the Forage Officer, according to the ſertled P rice, and 


the Aſſiſtant is charged with the Quant. ty of Frage mentioned in the 
Reccipt. 

When Rum is wanted, the Commiſſary Gen: yay advertiſes publicly 
for Perſons to deliver in to him Propolals, fra! + Tor ſupplying the 
Army with the Quantity wented, n de certain Conditions to be 
ſeen at his Office. He commun:cates the Vioqulals he recrelves to the Com- 


mander in Chief, and contracts with tuch Perlons as he approves of. 
Upon the Delivery, an Officer called the King's Gauger, appointed by 
the Commiſſary General, together with a Gauger appoiuted by the Con- 
tractor, gauges and proves the Rum ; and upon a Report made by the 
King's Gauger of the Quantity and Proof, the Aſſiſtant Commiſſary gives 
the Contractor a Certificate of the Quantity ſo delivered, and he is paid 
by the Commiſſary General according to ſuch Certificate. 

When Small Craft, for tranſporting Proviſions and Forage from one 
Place ro another, are wanted, the Commiſſary General preſents a Memo- 
rial to the Commander in Chief, ſignifying that he 1s in Want of a 
Supply of ſuch Veſſels; the Commander in Chief then orders an Officer, 
called the Agent to the Army Victuallers (who is appointed by him) to 
conſult with the Commiſſary General, and to ſettle the Number and Sort of 
Veſiels requiſite ; they are then hired by this Officer, from Month to Month, 
at Thirteen Shillings Sterling, per Ton, which has been the ſettled Price 
during all the Time he has been in the Department of Deputy Commiſ- 
ſary. This Officer, every Quarter, as he believes, gives the Owners Cer- 
tificates of the Tonnage, and the Time ſuch Veſſels have been employed; 
who are paid by the Commiſſary General, in purſuance of thoſe Certi- 
ficates. 

When the Commiſſary General is in Want of Money, he applies by 
Memorial to the Commander in Chief; who gives him a Warrant upon 
the Deputy Paymaſter for the Sum required; which Sum is impreſted to 
him accordingly. 

When a Deputy Commiſſary is detached, he has written Inſtructions 
from the Commiſſary General how to act, purſues exactly the like Form of 
Proceedings, and afterwards ſettles his Accounts with him. 

When the Army moves, or a Corps is detached, the Commander in 
Chief orders the Commiſſary to furniſh him with a certain Quantity of 
Proviſions and Rum, either to go with the Army or Detachment, or to 
be lent to any particular Place. In purſuance of this Order, the Com- 
miſſary ſends One or more of his Aſſiſtants or Clerks with theſe ro- 


viſions, to take Charge of the Iſſue of them: They are conveyed to the 
| Army 
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Army either by Land in Waggons, or by Water in Boats, or Small Craft, 
as moſt convenient; if by Water, the Boats or Small Craft are hired and 
procured by the Commiſſary, in the Manner before- mentioned. Theſe Pro- 
viſions are generally iſſued about Twice a Week, by ſome of the Aſſiſtants, 
to the Quarter Maſter of each Regiment; who demands and receives from 
them a certain Quantity of Proviſions, for a certain Number of Men, 
Women, and Children, for a certain Number of Days; for which he 
gives a Receipt. Theſe Iſſues are entered in the Commiſſary's Book. The 
Commiſſary does not examine whether there is really exiſting the Num- 
ber of Perions for which the Quarter Maſter makes a Demand for Pro- 
vitions, unlcts he has Cauſe for Suſpicion ; in which Caſe he applies to the 
Commander in Chief, who refers him to the Adjutant General, to ex. 
amine the Returns of that Regiment, and to compare them with the De— 
mand of the Quarter Maſter, 

In Georgia, treſh Proviſions were procured by the Commiſſary, either 
by Purchaſe at the Market Price, or by Valuation, or from the Cattle 
Huntcrs at the ſettled Price of a Dollar a Head; and were diſtributed, 
according to the Orders of the Commander in Chict, in the Place of falr 
Proviſions, amongſt the Troops; who receive allo at the ſame Time their 
Proportion of Bread or Flour, and the {mall Species of the Ration, conſiſt- 
ing of Peas, Oatmeal, and Butter. The Quarter Maſter gives his Re- 
ceipts for compleat Rations; but an Entry is made in the Commiſſary's 
Books of the Days when freſh Proviſions are delivered ; which Books are 
examined and checked by the Commiſſary General ; whoſe Accounts are 
ſubject to no Check or Controul in America, that he knows of. 

Where Proviſions are damaged or ſpoiled, the Commiſſary who ſuper- 
intends them applies to the Commiſſary General, deſiring they may be 
ſurveyed ; he direts the Inſpector, the Agent of the Army Victuallers, 
with ſome Merchants, not leſs than Three, to ſurvey them; they all certify 
to him the State and Condition of the Proviſions : T hoſe that are reported 
to be worth ſomething, are ſold publicly, by Order of the Commiſſary Ge- 
neral, and the Money paid to him or his Deputy; thoſe reported good for 
nothing are deſtroyed, generally in the Prelence of the Perſons who ſur- 


veyed them. 
PETER PAUMIER. 
Guy Carleton, 
T. Anguiſb, 
A. Piggott, 
Sam! Beachcroft, 
Geo. Drummond. 
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Ne 9. 


The EXAMINATION of Mr. Abijab Willard; taken upon Oath, 
the gth of May 1781. 


K þ HIS Examinant faith, That he was firſt employed, in 72h 1775, by 
General Gage, to procure freſh Frov:iions tor the Army, and has 
continued ever ſince in that Department. 

When the Army is in Winter Quarters, and in Want of freſh Provi- 
ſons, he applies, by Direction of the Commiſſary General, to the Comman- 
der in Chief; who gives him Orders to procure a certain Quantity of 
Cattle. In conſequence of theſe Orders, he ſends out Perions he employs 
for that Purpoſe, to get them froth the Irhabitznts of rhe Country, and 
agrees with thoſe Perſons to give them a certain Price by the Pound tor 
the Cattle they bring to him. 

In the Year 1776, when the Army landed at Staten and, the ſtare 
Price, by Order of the General, was Three Pence Haltperny a Pound 
Sterling for Beef and Mutton, and the Price was the lame v heu the Army 
got to Long and. In the Winter of that Year, while the Army was in 
the Zerſeys, the Price was only One Penry Thre: Farthings, until the 
Capture at Trenton; after which, in Spring 1777, the Price increaſed to 
Five Pence Farthing, and continued ſo until about February 1578, Wien 
it roſe to Seven Pence, and Eight Pence Three Farthings; ſinctr which it has 
not been leſs than Eight Pence Three Farthings, and fometimes he has 
given Ten Pence Haltpenny. 

The Perſons he ſends out to procure the Cattle, get them either by Pur- 

chaſe, or by the beſt Means they can, and deliver them to him at the Price 
agreed upon; for which he either gives them an Order for Payment 
on the Commiſſary General, or pays them in Caſh or Bals at his own 
Othce. 
Sometimes he goes himſelf into the Country, and purchaſes Cattle from 
the Owners, upon the bett Terms he can make, and pives them Drafts up- 
on the Commiſſary Genera! ; ſometimes be purchaics from the Corps of 
Refugees, who bring the Cattle within the Lines for that Vurpole ; He pays 
them in the ſame Manner. 

During an Expedition, Jive Cattle are precured, either by Parties ſent 
out by the General tor that Purpoſe, or by the People of the Country bring- 
jung in their Cattle for Sale, V here the Parties collect and brirg in the 
Cattle, they are delivered to him or his Deputies. Sometimes the Owners 
come and claim to be paid for them; which is done, if the General, upon 
Examination, finds they belong to the Loyaliſts, and thinks proper to 
order them to be paid; otherwiſe nothing is paid for them. Where the 
Country People bring in their own Cattle, he purchaſes them at the beſt 
Price he can get them at. 

He delivers out thele Proviſions in purſuance of Orders in Weng, 
L either 
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either from the Commander in Chief, the Commanding Officer, or from the 
Department of the Commiſſary General, ſpecifying the Quantity, and 
Perſon to whom they are to be delivered; for which he always takes Re- 
ceipts. Where there are any Purchaſers, he ſells the Hides and Tallow, 
and accounts with the Commiſſary General for the Sum they are ſold tor, 
1he Heads, Tongues, and Hearts, are delivered out as freſh Meat. 

To enable him to make his Payments, he receives Money from the 
Commiſſary General, by Drafts upon the Deputy Paymaſter. 

He enters in his Books an Account of all the Cattle he receives, their 
Number, and Weights; the Time he receives them, the Perſons he re- 
ceives them of, and the Sum he pays for them; the Time he iſſues them 
out, by whoſe Order, to whom, and the Quantity. 

He makes a Return every Week, to the Commiſſary General, of the 
State of his Stock in Hand; and every Month he makes up a compleat 
Account of all his Receipts, Iſſues, and Remains during that Month, and 
delivers it to the Commiſſary General; who every Two Months examines 


and finally fettles his Accounts. 
ABIJIAH WILLARD. 


Guy Carleton, 
T. Anpuiſh, 
Sam Beachcreft, 
Geo. Drummond, 
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13. 


„ Se TH ET ET e eee 


IST of 


APP EN 


P 


Quarter Maſters General, Barrack Maſters General, Chief Engineers, and Commiſſaries General, em 


One of the Auditors of the Impreſt, ſince iſt January 1776 ; and of all other Perſons who have been empl 


Accounts within ſaid Time. 


Title of Accountant. 


"TOS _ — 


Name of Accountant, and particular Service. 


— 


| 


Deputy Quarter Maſter General N'* America — Lieutenant Colonel William Shirreff — — 


Quarter Maſter General North America — — 


Deputy Quarter Maſter General $* and N Carolina | 


| 


E-oinzer, and Chief Engineer — — — 


Commiſſary General in Weſt Indies _ — 
Commiſſary General in North America — — 
Commander in Chief in North America — — 
Commander in Chief in & Vincent — — — 
Secretary and Pay maſter to Lieut. Gen' Sir V Howe 


Governor of Grenada — — 
Governor of New Hampſhire —— 


(Governor of Virginia — — — 
Governor of Tobago — — Ga 
Governor of & Vincent — cm a 
Contractors for remitting Money to Ne America — 
Contractors for Proviſions — — * 
Contractor for Provifions — — . 
Contractors for Proviſions — — — 
Contractor for C arriages — — — 
Governor of Grenada — Ges — Cont 


Director of Regimental Infirmarics — 


; 


Major General Sir William Erſkine. — — 
Willem Lord Cathcart — — — — 

De, further Account _ 

Major Richard England, for Forces ee under I. Lieu Gen! Earl 


Colonel Harry Gordon, in North America — — 


James Chriſtie, Eſq”, for Forces under Command of Major ( 
Daniel Wier, ſome Vouchers relating to his Account 
General Sir William Howe, K. 838. — — — 


Major General William Dalrymple 
Robert Mackenzie, Eſq — — — . 


Ulyſſes Fitzmaurice, Eſq', for contingent Expences — 


John Wentworth, Eſq", cogent — _ - 
Earl of Dunmore — — — 
William Young, Eiq', contingent Expences — — 
Valentine Morris, Elq', for contingent Expences — 
Tbamas Harley and Henry Drummond, Eq" — — 
Meſs“ Henni ker and others, for Proviſions for 12,00 
North America, for 365 Days — — — 
Ditto and others, for like Service — — — 


Ditto and others, for like Service — a 1 
Ditto and others, for like Service — — — 
Ditto and others, for like Service — — ye 


Anthony Bacon, Eſq', for Forces in Tobago, Gc. — 
Witter, Cuming, and Kender Maſon, Forces in Florida — 
Render Maſon and Arthur Jones, for Forces in Eaſt Florida 


Jacob Jordan, for Forces under General Burgoyne — 
William Leybourne Leybourne, Eq", contingent Expences 
Robert Adair, Eiq" — — 22 285 


. B. Blanks in Column for Deliveries cannot be filled up, as the Accounts are not entered 
Blanks in Two following Columns imply that the Account has not 


n Book of Deliveries. © 


ven laid before the Treaſury, nor declared. 


E N DIX N. 23. 


N* 13. 


57 


ral, employed in North America, who have paſſed or delivered in their Accounts to the Office of Lord Viſcount Mount ſtuart, 
a employed in the Expenditure of Public Money for Army Services in North America, and who have paſſed or delivered their 


S- 


Time of Account. 


When delivered to 


| 


When laid before the 


— 


When declared. 


1 Auditor. Treaſury. 
From 1ſt June 1 to 24th Dec” 1776; and | 
E 55. SS fb 757 to 3 iſt 1 e | 10th Pecem 17783 iſt May 1779] 8th Zuly 1779 
— — From 25th December 1776 to zoth June 1779 — — 11th April 1780] 24th June 1780 


Earl Cornwallis 


Major Gen' Grant 


2 , 000 en 
2 — 
Florida — 
>RCES — 


— | 


E434 4-3: 1-3: 


— 
SI 


0 


From iſt July 1779 to 31ſt March 1780 
to Ditto 
From 1ſt January to 3 iſt December 1781 
From 18th Auguſt 1756 to 26th Novem” 1761 ; 
and from 16th September 1764 to 25th No- 
vem” 1767 
From 28th October 1778 to 27th October 1779 
From 25th May 1777 to 31ft December 1778 — 
— — zoth June 1778 


b 


1772 and 1773 | 
From 1ſt O#ober 1775 to 3oth June 1778 


From 25th October 1768 to 5th April 1770; and 
from 17th July to iſt Novem” 1771 
From 13th Fune 1775 to 25th March 1777 
From iſt Novem” 1774 to 2d May 1777 
From 16th April 1775 to iſt May 1776 
From 1776 to 1779, and iſt Auguſt 1781 
From 20th December 1770 to Midſummer 1778 


From 18th April to 17th October 1776 — — 


From 25th February 1777 to 18th March 1778 
From 14th May 1778 to 23d January 1779 — 
From 16th December 1778 to th Auguſt 1779 
From 3 iſt January 1780 to 4th Oclober 1781 
From iſt Septem 1764 to 3oth Seprem” 1770 — 
From 24th Decem” 1764 to 14th March 1776 
From 25th June 1776 to 23d February 1778 — 
From 25th June 1777 to 1777 — 
From 1it Novem” 1771 to 16th April 1775 


{ From 2gth Septen 1764 to 24th Decem” 1778 


Phil. Deare, 
Cha Harris, 


13th Feb 1782 


5th Jan? 1781 


31ſt October 1780 


iſt June 1776 


12th O” 
Ten 


28th Decem 1780 


1781 
1780 


3 iſt January 1782 
Ditto 
Ditto 


© Dep. Auditors. 


gth March 1781 


6ta April 1778 


12th June 1781 
3oth Novem 1780 
gth June 1781 
20th April 1 779. 
28th June 1776 
13th June 1780 
21ſt Sep 178 0 

Tuly 1780 


5th Decem 1781 


28th June 1781 


24th Decem 1778 


28th Fane 1781 
28th Jane 1781 
28th June 1781 
Sch Jay 1779 

5th Fuly 1776 


20th Decem 1780 


19-1 


22d Decem” 1781 


22d Decem 1781 


23d Decem 1777 
8th J 1779 


roth Decem” 1781 
2oth Aug* 1777 
gth June 1779 
sth aug, 1779 


8th February 1782. 


” 2 


N' 14. 


rel. N' 14. 
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59 APPENDISY, N- 15. 


Ne 15. 


The EXAMINATION of Robert Mackenzie, Eſquire, Secretary 
to Sir William Howe, late Commander in Chief in Norih America; 
taken upon Oath, the 12th, 13th, and 17th of December 1781. 


HIS Examinant faith, That he was Secretary to Sir Villiam The, 

as Commander in Chief in Nerth America, from Odlober 177 5 to 
May 1578 As Secretary, he paid during that Time the incidental Ex- 
pences of the Secretary's Office, and thoſe of the Adjutant General, 
Judge Advocate, and ſome other leſſer Offices, and ſmall incidental ! x- 
pences, to the Amount together of about Three thouſand Seven hundred 
Pounds; which Sum he received from the Deputy Paymaſter Genera), 
by Warrants granted by the Commander in Chick, wita the Account; 
annexed ; which Accounts he has paſſod bciore the Auditors of the Im— 
preſt. He was alſo, during the ſame Period, Paymaiter ro che Commander 
in Chief; and as ſuch, it was his Buſine!s to pay the Bills drawn vj ent the 
Commander in Chief by the Superintendants of Indian Afiirs, by the 
Officers of the Frontier Poſts, and certain incidental Services which did 
not fall within the Provinces of the Comuviſtar.ate, Quarter Maſter Ga- 
neral, Barreck Maſter General, and Commanding IF ngineer. Theſe Bilis 
were generally firit preſented to the Commander in Chief, and by him 
referred to his Paymaſter for }xamination ; after which, if there was no 
Oojcction, he paid them. Generally every Quarter he made up an Ac- 
count of theſe Bills, and applied to the Commander in Chief for a War- 
rant for Payment of them : I his Warrant was drawn upon the Deputy 
Paymaſter General, carricd to him for Payment, with the Account an- 
nexed to it, and left with him as his Voucher. Of all theſe Payments, 
to the Amount of about Forty-nine thouſand Pounds, including the Sun 
of Three thoutand Sven hundred Pounds above mentioned, he has 
paſſed an Account in the Office of the late Mr. Aiſlabie, one of the Au- 
ditors of the Impreſt, and has his Quietus. 

During the ſame Period, by Order of the Commander in Chief, he 
paid the Provincial Yr»ops. When the Firſt Corps were formed, a ge- 
neral Account was made up of the Expences of each Corps, compre- 
hendiug the Levy Money, the Subſiſtence, and the Contingencies : This 
Account was laid before the Commander in Chief, who gave a Warrant 
uon the Deputy Paymaſter General, for the Payment of the Sum therein 
mentioned to him, as Agent. This Sum he paid to the Commanding 
Ifnñcers or Paymaſters of the Corps, and took their Receipts as 18 
Vouchers.- In Auguſt 1776 he received a Commiſſion from Sir * ian 
How?, as Commander in Chief, with the Approbation of the Lords of 
the Treafory, appointing him Paymaſter General of the Provincia 
Troops: Aiter this Appointment he continued to pay the Provincia! 

Troops 
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Troops in the ſame Manner until April 1777, when the Army was ex- 
pected ſhortly to move from N. York. As he was to attend the Com- 
mander in Chief, it became neceſſary for him to appoint Agents to pay 
the Provincial Troops; which they continued to do as long as he con- 
tinued Paymaſter. All the Warrants, granted by the Commander in 
Chief for the Payment of the Provincial Forces, were upon the Deputy 
Paymaſter General, and payable to him as Paymaſter, before he appointed 
Agents, and -aſterwards to the Agents themſelves, out of Money re- 
mitted to pay the Extraordinaries of the Army. 

Where Bills for Materials were paid by him as Paymaſter, he kept 
'the Bills themſelves, with the Receipts, as his Vouchers, and delivered 
them into the Office of the Auditor of the Impreſt when he paſſed his 
Accounts. A general Account of thele Bills, with the total Amount, 
is annexed to the Warrant granted by the Commander in Chief for the 
Payment of that Amount. 

The Accounts of the Charges of the Provincial Corps and Regiments 
were made up by the proper Officers of each Corps or Regiment, and 
checked by the Inſpector of thoſe Forces as often as he had an Oppor- 
tunity of doing it, and by the Muſter Maſter. This Account was ſent ' 098 
the Regiment to the Paymaſter General. An Abſtract of One or more 
Accounts is annexed to the Warrant granted for the Payment of them; 
the Accounts themſelves are kept by the Paymaſter General, as his 
Vouchers before the Auditor. After the Agents were appointed, and 
Demands upon them became due, they applied to him to obtain either 
a Temporary or a Final Warrant for the Payment of thoſe Demands : In 
conſequence of which Application ſuch Warrant was granted; if a Tem- 
Porary one, on Account ; if a Final one, with an Account annexed. 

The principal Perſons who receive Money upon Account, by Warrants 
from the Commander in Chief, are, the Quarter Maſter General, Barrack 
Maſter General, Chief Engineer, Commiſſary General, the Superinten- 
dant of Indian Affairs, and ſome others of leſs Conſideration. When 
theſe Officers apply to the Commander in Chief for Final Warrants, they 
produce to him an Abſtract of the Payments made by them in their ſe- 
verai Departments, diſtinguiſhed under Heads, with the Sum Total: They 
Go not, that he knows ef, produce the Vouchers, but they remain in the 
Poſſeſſion of the Accountant, as is expreſſed in the Warrant granted te 
them for the Payment ef the Sum inſerted in the Abſtract ; but in Cales 
either new, or where it was practicable, the Commander in Chief gene- 
rally did not grant the Warrant until he had procured ſuch Information 
as he wanted relative to that Account. Various Regulations and Checks 
-were made by the Commander in Chief, from Time to Time, to guard 
againſt the Miſapplication of Public Money, in all the Departments em- 
ployed in the Expenditure, 


ROBERT MACKENZIE. 
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Ne 16. 


The EXAMINATION of Major General Sir William Erſkine, 
late Quarter Maſter General to His Majeſty's Forces in North America; 
taken upon Oath, the 1ſt, zd, 7th, 15th, and 17th May 1782. 


FHrs Examinant ſaith, That he was appointed Quarter Maſter Ge- 

neral to His Majeſty's Forces in N* America in Oftober 1776 ; he 
rontinued in that Department until the End of June 1779. His Accounts 
as Quarter Maſter General commenced on the 25th of December 1776, and 
ended the goth of June 1779. During this Period, he was principally 
employed in the Field, and left to his Depuries, Colonel Shirreſf and 
Major Bruen, the Care of the Payments, they ſending to him from Time 
o Time the Quarterly Abſtracts for his Fxamination, and as a Ground 
for his Application to the Commander in Chief for his Final Warrants. 
He very ſeldom made any official Payments himſelf; they were made by 
his inferior Officers and Clerks. His Duty in the Field, where he was 
at one Time for Five Months together, and the Variety, Multiplicity, 
and Importance of his military Buſineſs as Quarter Maſter General, and 
the many Detachments he was ſent out with, rendered it hardly poſſible 
for him to attend to the Accounts, and to the Manner of conducting the 
Money Tranſactions; and therefore he does not know, much further than 
from what appears upon the Face of the Vouchers, in what Manner the 
Payments were made and the Receipts given. 

The Form of a Quarterly Reccipt for the Hire of Waggons, Horſes, 
and Drivers, which he found upon his coming into the Office, was, for 
a Perſon, uſually the Driver, to ſign his Name, or make his Mark, againſt 
a Sum, containing the Total of the Hire of himſelf and of One or more 
Waggons and Horſes, for a Number of Days therein mentioned: The 
Receipts for the Hire of all the Waggons, Horles, and Drivers, employed 
during a Quarter, were uſually contained in One Liſt. Many of the 
Waggons and Horſes were the Property of Officers in different Depart- 
ments; and he believes the Driver received at the Office his own Hire 
only, and not that of the Waggons and Horſes; which was paid to the 
Proprietors themſelves, or their Agents, unicls the Driver was alſo the 
Proprietor of the Waggons and tcries, in which Caſe he received the 
Whole. Sometimes the Proprietors in the Country deputed One Perſon 
to receive the Hire due to ſeveral of them, and then that Perſon ſigned 
the Names of all thoſe he received for. Some of the Drivers were Pro- 

rietors, others were Negroes, and in low Stations; ſometimes, in Caſes 
of Neceſſity, they were taken from the Ranks; and iometimes the Drivers 
of Waggons attached to Regiments could not aticud for Payment; then 
the Regimental Quarter Malters, « or the Quarter Maſter Serjeant, or the 
Conductors, 
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Conductors, received the Pay of thoſe Drivers, and ſigned the Name of 
each Driver, inſerted in the Firſt Column of the Liſt of Rec. Pts. 

A Diſtribution, contains an Account of all the Waggons, Horſes, and 
Drivers, at that Time employed in the Service of the Arn under the 
Direction of the Quarter Maſter General, ad in what Manner em- 
ployed. The Firſt Return made to the Co amander in Chief of a re gu- 
lar Diſtribution, was from the 1ſt of April to the 3zoth of June 77.8 ; 
the ſucceeding Return was juſt before the Expedition up the Cheſapcok 
in that Return the Number was much reduced, for many of them had 
been diſcharged for want of Tranſports to carry them: He afterwards 
conſtantly made, every Quarter, Returns of the Diſtribution to the Com- 
mander in Chief, who made ſuch Alterations in it as he thought pro- 
per; and during all the Time he continued in this Department, he paid 
the Hire of all contained in thoſe Returns, but he did not pay thoſe 
procured by and employed in other Departments. No Waggons, or 
Waggon Horſes, were purchaſed in America by Gęvernment, except to 
replace thoſe that were loſt in the Service. Some Waggons and Horſes 
were taken from the Enc my, and became the Property of the Captors; 
who either fold or kept then, as they choie; they were ſometimes pur- 
chaſed by Government, to replace thoſe that were loſt. All the Waggons 
were kept | in Repair at the Expence of the Public. 

What Materials or Stores were neceſſary to be purchaſed in his De- 
partment, he left to be tranſacted by his Deputies, being himſelf ſo 
much employed in the Military Line, that he could not attend to them. 
He uſually had under him Four Deputy and about Eight Aſſiſtant 
Deputy Quarter Matters General; all of whom were appointed by the 
Commander in Chief. 

Since his Arrival in England he has paſſed his Accounts in the Office of 
the Auditors of the Impreſt ; the total Charge upon him in that Account 
was Six hundred thouſand Six hundred ninety-eight Pounds Nine Shil— 
lings and Eleven Pence Three Farthings ; and his Diſcharge, Five hundred 
Ninety- -nine thouſand Eight hundred Ninety-ſeven Pounds Ninc Shillings 
and Three Pence Farthing. Some of the Vouchers for the Payments in 
the firſt Part of the Account were taken in the Name of Licutenant Co- 
lonel Shirref, at that Time Deputy Quarter Maſter General. 

The Charge upon him in that Account does not contain the whole Sum 
inſerted in the Treaſury Liſt of Warrants now produced to him, and ſtated 
to be iſſued to him by the Warrants of the Commander in Chief; in 
September 1778, Four Sums, amounting to Thirty-five thouſand Five hun- 
dred and Eight Pounds Seventeen Shillings and Five Pence Halfpenny, 
though there ſtated to be paid to him by Warrants, were not received by 
him, but by Captain Handfeld, his Aſſiſtant at Halifax, and Captain Sa- 
vage, his Deputy at Rhode land. 

Theſe Officers (One of whom, Captain Handſield, he is not acquainted 
with, and does not know by Sight) expended, as he believes, all the Sums 
they received ; they tranſmitted to him the Vouchers, which he delivered 
into the Office of the Auditor of the Impreſt ; but the Officers there ob- 

jected to his palling the Accounts of theſe Sums, becauſe the Warrants 0. 
che 
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the Commander in Chief, charging him with the Receipt of them, were 
not ſent Home from America. OY | 
The Eſtabliſhment of the Waggons, Horſes, and Drivers, was, by Order 


| of the Commander in Chief, conſtantly kept up to its full Number, as far 
s it was poſſible to procure them; but this was always a Matter of Dif- 


_ culty. 
WILL. ERSKINE. 


T. Anguiſh, 
A. Piggott, 


Rich Neave, 
Sam' Beachcroft, 
Geo, Drummond. 


Ne 17. 


The EXAMINATION of the Right Honourable Lord Caibcart, late 


Acting Quarter Maſter General in North America ; taken upon Oath, 
23 and 24th April 1782. 


J, ORD Cathcart ſays, That he was appointed by Sir Henny Clinton to act 

as Quarter Maſter General to His Majeſty's Forces in North America, 
during the Interval between the Reſignation of Sir William Erſkine and 
the Arrival of Brigadier General Dalrymple. 

His Accounts as Acting Quarter Maſter General commenced the 1ſt of 
July 1779, and ended the 311t of March 1780; the total Charge upon him 
in theſe Accounts, was Two hundred Twenty-eight thouſand Nine hun- 
dred Forty-eight. Pounds Four Shillings and Five Pence. 

As ſoon as he was appointed, he required, and received from the Deputy 
Quarter Maſters General in every Diſtrict, Returns of the Veſſels, Wag- 

gons, Carts, Horſes, Drivers, Seamen, Labourers, and Artificers, at that 
Time employed in tlie Service, with an Inventory of the Stores; he im- 
mediately inſpected the Subjects of theſe Returns; he found them com- 
pleat, and made his Report accordingly to the Commander in Chief. He 
deſired to receive his Orders with regard to the keeping up, augmenting, 
or diminiſhing, the Eſtabliſhment reported: The Orders he received were, 
to keep up the Eſtabliſhment as he found it, particularly with regard to 
the Waggons. The Number of theſe employed in this Department ap- 
pear in the Wuchers for each Quarter delivered in by him to the Office 
of the Audi: ors of the Impreſt. Upon Enquiry, he found that the Wag- 
gons and Horſes were in general the Property of a few Officers, that either 
were 
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were then or had been in this Department; and were let by them to 
Government at the following ſtated Prices :—A ſmall Waggon, with One 
Driver and Two Horſes, Seven Shillings; a large Waggon, with One 
Driver and Four Horſes, Twelve Shillings ; a ſingle Horſe, One Shilling 
and Nine Pence; the Driver, if hired alone, from Seven Pence to One Shil- 
ling and Nine Pence per Day, Sterling. The Price of Labour was from Se- 
ven Pence to Two Shillings and Four Pence a Day. The Materials for the 
Repairs were found by the Proprietors, the Workmanſhip by Government: 
The Driver was paid by the Proprietor, but had a Ration a Day from, and 
the Horſes foraged by, Government. 

He found all the Veſſels were placed under the Care of an Officer called 
the Superintendant of Veſſels. He gave Orders to that Officer to keep up 
the Number at that Time employed ; and from Time to Time paid at his 
Office the Hire of the Veſſels and Seamen, purſuant to the I ickets of that 
Officer, or of his Deputies, in the Terms of his Commiſſion. 

The Deputy Quarter Maſters General in every Diſtrict made Weekly 
Returns to the Quarter Maſter General of the Daily Diſtribution of the 
Waggons, Horſes, Drivers, Artificers, Labourers, and of every Article un- 
der their Care, in their reſpective Diſtricts; theſe Returns were entered in 
Books kept for that Purpoſe, and filed in the Office. The Deputy Quarter 
Maſters General received their Information from the Conduttors, Waggon 
Maſters, and other ſubordinate Officers under them, and for whom they 


were anſwerable. 


Payments both for Hire and Service were made at his Office, purſuant 
to thoſe Weekly Returns; and in general no Payment was made but in 
conſequence of the Certificate of ſome Commiſſioned Officer in the King's 
Service. The Coin in which the leſſer Payments were made was, in moſt 
Caſes, Dollars, at Four Shillings and Eight Pence each, Sterling. 

It was the Cuſtom for the Driver to give the Receipt for the Hire of 
the Waggon and Horſes, as well as for his own Wages; which latter were 
always paid to him, and were deducted from the Sum due for the Hire 
to the Owner, for which the Quarter Maſter General accounted to the 
Owner. 

Stores and Materials were purchaſed either by himſelf or his Deputies. 
After the Delivery, the Seller received an Order from him or his Deputy 
for Payment at the Office. Upon Production of the Order, he was paid ; 
and ſigned TWO Receipts, ſpecifying the Sum, as received of the Quarter 
Maſter General, and the Subject Matter. During his Time no Alteration 
was made in the Eſtabliſhment; nor were any Veſſels (a few Boats excepted) 
Waggons, or Horſes, purchaſed in this Department for the Uſe of Go- 
vernment. 

Since his Return to England, he has paſſed his Accounts in the Office of 
the Auditors of the Impreſt; very few Objections were made to them, and 
thoſe chiefly ſmall Errors in the Calculations. 


T. Anpuiſh, 
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Ne 18. 


The EXAMINATION of Lieutenant Colonel William Shirref, 
late Deputy Quarter Maſter General in North America; taken upon 


Oath, 8th, 11th, and 12th Merch 1782. 


T HIS Examinant ſaith, That he executed the Office of Deputy Quar- 

ter Maſter General in North America, from the Year 1768 to Septem- 
ber 1778; there being no Quarter Maſter General, he was at the Head of 
this Department until December 1776, and paſſed his Accounts to that 
Time. Sir ///i/liam Erſkine was appointed Quarter Maſter General in OZZcber 
1776, but did not take Charge of the Accounts until December 1776. 
After Sir William Erſktine's Appointment, he received his Orders from 
him until September 1778, when he quitted New York and came to Eng- 
land, and reſigned the Office in June 1780. 

It has been uſual ever fince he ſerved in America (which is Thirty-two 
Years) for the Quarter Maſter General to be concerned in the. Expendi- 
ture of ſuch Part of the Public Money as the Commander in Chief thought 
proper to direct into his Hands. The Duty of the Quarter Maſter General 
is to provide Quarters for, and attend every Movement of the Army; to 
reconnoitre the Ground, and fix upon proper Poſitions; to ſee the Army 
properly ſupplied with every Thing: neceſſary for its Movements, and 
when encamped; to ſuperintend the Embarkation and Debarkation of the 
Troops; to ſee at all Times that they are properly ſupplied with Provi- 
ſions. In America he was ordered by the Commander in Chief to procure 
ali the Veſſels and Small Craft that were wanted for the Uſe of the Army, 
over and above thoſe ſent from Home or hired by Orders from the Navy 
Board; and likewiſe all C arriages, Horſes, Drivers, Artifcers, and Labour- 
ers, neceſſary for the Service; and to pay various contingent Expences. 
At Beſten, in the Year 1776, he had under him Two Aſſiſtant Deputy 
Quarter Maſters General, appointed by the Commander in Chief, One of 
which conſtantly attended the Office; this Number was afterwards 1n- 
creaſed to Five. 

When the Army was to quit Beſton, there not being Tranſports enough, 
it became neceſſary to hire Veſſcls to carry off the Troops, and whatever 
was to be taken from thence : Be agreed with the Proprietors of the 
Veſſels of above a Hundred Tons for the Hire of them, at the ſame 
Price per Ton per Month as was paid in England, for ſo long Time as 
they ſhould be wanted, always paying them One Month in Advance; for 
Veſſels under a Hundred Tons a leſs Price was paid. Theſe Veſſels and 
Small Craft were ſor the moſt Part hired of the Merchants and Traders in 


the Country; he believes that Shares in ſome of theſe Veſſels did belong 


to Perſons employed in the Department of the Quarter Maſter General. 
Theſe Veſſels, and ſeveral more hired afterwards at Halifax and New York, 
continued in the Service as long as he remained in America. In order to 

ſuppori 


APPEND IX. N' 18. ö 66 


port the Troops, both at Beſton and Halifax, it was neceſſary to procure 
and fir out Veſſels for fiſhing, and ſupplying them with Proviſions and 
Forage. No Veſſel could be hired without the expreſs Order of the Com- 
mander | in Chief : Very frequent Returns were made to him of the Number 
of Veſſels, rheir Tonnage, and Number of Men, and ſpecifying the Service 
they were employed 1n. 

Upon the Landing of the Troops upon Staten Jfland, in July 1776, the 
Commander in Chief gave him Orders to procure for the Uſe of the 
Army a certain Number of Waggons, Horſes, and Drivers, diſtinguiſhing 
the Number for each Battalion and each particular Service : This Number 
could not be cempleated until Sir William Erſkine was appointed; about 
Two Hundred Waggons were procured at firſt, and the Number con- 
tinued increafing; they were all taken from the Inhabitants, who were paid 
Seven Shillings a Day Sterling for a Waggon, Two Horſes, and a Driver, 
computing the Dollar at Four Shillings and Eight Pence; a Price ſettled 
by the Commander in Chief, after conſulting the principal Perſons in the 
Country; and they were allowed a Ration of Proviſions a Day for the 
Driver, and a Ration of Forage for each Horſe. The Waggon and 
Horles were valued by the Waggon Maſter, a Juſtice of the Peace, and 
a Third Perſon, choſe by them; and the Proprietor was promiſed, in caſe 
of Lofs in rhe Service, to be paid for them at that Value. The medium 
Value of a Waggon was, as he believes, about Twelve Pounds Sterling, and 
of the Horſes about Fiftcen Pounds each. The Waggons were kept in 
Repair at the Expence of Government. 

The Waggon Maſter (an Officer appointed by the Commander in 
Chief for the Purpoſe of ſuperintending the Waggons) entered in his 
Book the Name of the Proprietor, and the Day the Waggon and Horſes 
were taken into the Service: The Proprietor was paid upon n Application to 
the Office of the Quarter Maſter General at New York; the Time of be- 
ing in the Service was taken from the Waggon Maſter's Book, and no 
Perſon was paid but according to that Book. In Marches into the 
Country, if Waggons were taken from the Inhabitants, and the Waggon 
Maſter not preſent, the Officer who took them gave Certificates to the 
Proprietor, ſpecifying the Day upon which he took them; the Perſon pro- 
ducing this Certificate at the Quarter Maſter General's Office was paid 
there: But, upon diſcovering Abuſes in granting theſe Certificates, they 
were forbid, after the Number of Waggons neceſſary for the Uſe of the 
Army was obtained. Whoever produced an Order from the Proprietor, 
to receive the Money due to him, was paid that Sum, upon his ſigning 
the Name of the Proprietor in an Account kept open for that Purpoſe. 
There were no Waggons nor Horſes purchaſed, they were all hired, except 
ſome few Horſes which were taken from the Enemy by the light Troops, 
and for which, by Order, he paid to thoſe Troops a ſmall Sum as a Reward 
For their Behaviour. He does not know of any other Horſes, or of any 
Waggons at all, that were taken from the Rebels whilſt he was with the 
Army ; all.the Waggons that were in uſe belonged to the Inhabitants of 
the Country : But after the Year 1776, he beheves ſeveral Perſons in the 
Department of the Quarter Maſter General were Proprietors of ſome 2 | 
the 
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the Waggons, and let them to Government at the ſtated Price. Upon 
every new Movement of the Army he reported to the Commander in 
Chief the Number of Waggons and Horſes then in the Service, of which 
he made the neceſſary Diſtribution. 3 

It was uſual for the Commander in Chief to conſult the Quarter Maſter 
General, what Number of Veſſels, Waggons, and Horſes would be wanted 
for the Uſe of the Army; and no additional Number was ever made with- 
out his Orders. All Sums of Money expended in his Department were 
paid by his inferior Officers at his Office, and Receipts were given for 
Sums, as received of him; he relied upon the Fidelity and Honeſty of his 
inferior Officers for the Truth and Fairneſs of the Receipts. When he in- 
tended to apply for a Final Warrant, he collected together all his Vouchers, 
and made a general Abſtract of the Whole, for the Inſpection and Examina- 
tion of the Commander in Chief; he did not produce the Vouchers to him 
unleſs they were called for. After his Return to England, he ſent all his 
Vouchers, with a general State of his Account, to the Office of the Au- 
ditors of the Impreſt. There were ſome {mall Errors in the Calculations, 
which the Officers in that Office applied to him to rectify; and in one 
Caſe, where the Voucher was defective, they obliged him to procure a pro- 
per one, This was the only Examination he underwent in that Office. 
The Pay of a Quarter Maſter General is Twenty Shillings a Day ; of the 
Deputy, Ten Shillings ; and of the Aſſiſtant, Five Shillings. The Quarter 
Maſter General has no additional Pay for being employed in any Part of 
the Expenditure of the Money iſſued to him for the Army Services. 


WILLI SHIRREFE. 
T. Anguiſh, 
Rich Neave, 
Sam Beachcroft, 
Geo. Drummond. 


Ne 19. 


The further EXAMINATION of Lieutenant Colonel William Shir- 
ref; taken upon Oath, the 6th and 7th May 1782. 


THIS Examinant ſaith, That during the Time he ſerved in North 
America no Contract was ever made by him, or by any Perſon under 
him, for furniſhing the Army with any Veſſels, Waggons, Horſes, Stores, 
or Materials whatever, in his Department; they were always hired of the 

Proprietors or their Agents. 
The 
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"The Receipts given for the Hire of the Waggons, Horſes, and Drivers, 
were ſigned either by the Proprietors, or Perſons appointed by them, or by 
the Drivers: Where the Driver, being neither Proprietor nor his Agent, 
ſigned the Receipt, he received his own Wages only; the Remainder of 

the Sum ſet oppoſite to his Name, being the Hire of the Waggons and 
Horſes, was paid to the Proprietor afterwards. 

When Artificers or Labourers were wanted in any Branch, he directed the 
' Overſeers of that Branch to procure them; and when the Time for Pay- 
ment was come, the Overſrers brought to the Office a Liſt of the Arti- 
ficers and Labourers, with the Number of Days they had been employed, 
and the Wages due to them; the Overſeer received the Sum of the 
Wages ſtated in the Liſt; and after he had paid them brought to the Of- 
fice the Pay Roll, with the Name of each Perſon ſet oppoſite to the Sum, as 
his Receipt. The Roll was called every Day, to ſee that every Perſon was 

reſent. 

N Where the Seamen were paid by Government, their Wages were paid to 
the Captain of the Veſſel ; who brought back afterwards to the Office a 
Liſt, ſimilar to that of the Artificers, containing their Receipts. 

The Waggons and Horſes taken from the Enemy were conſidered as 
the Property of the Captors, and purchaſed of them. 

When he left the Country, he diſpoſed of all his Property in the Veſſels, 
Waggons, and Horſes, that belonged to him. 

Ar firſt the Quarter Maſter General procured all the Veſſels employed 
in the Service of the Army (except thoſe in the Department of the En- 
gineers) and the Hire of Ro was paid in his Office; afterwards a Super- 
mtendant of Veſſels was appointed, who then procured and became re- 
ſponſible for the Whole; but they ſtill continued to be paid in the Office 
of the Quarter Maſter General, by Tickets from the Superintendant. All 
the Wagg ons, Horſes, and Drivers, ſupplied by the Quarter Maſter Ge- 
.neral, in whatever Department employed, were paid by him. 


WILLY" SHIRREFE. 
T. Anpuiſh, 
A. Piggott, 
eo. Drummond. 
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Ns 20. 


The EXAMINATION of Major Richard England; taken upon 
Oath, the 13th of March 1782. | 


HIS Examinant ſaith, That he was appointed by Lord Cornwallis, 
in Auguſt 1780, to act as Deputy Quarter Maſter General in that Part 
of the Army under his Command in South Carolina, and ſucceeded Major 
Fraſer in that Department. 
The firſt Veſſels that were hired, and in the Service of Government, and 
that came under his Direction, were ſome ſmall Veſſels, abeut Eight in 
Number, in Auguſt 1781, at Portſmouth in the Cheſapeak; a Return of 
them was made to him by Captain Vallancey, Aſſiſtant Quarter Maiter Ge- 
neral to the Army at Portſmonth ; the Sums due for the Hire of theſe 
Veſſels, and the Value of thoſe taken by the Enemy, he paid to Captain 
Vallancey, or by his Orders, upon his producing Receipts, for the Credit of 
which he relied upon Captain Ya/lanrey, who had the Veſſels in Charge. 
Some of thele Veſſels were immediately diſcharged from the Service by Or- 
der of Lord Coruwallis, upon his Repreſentation that they were unneceſſary. 
In Auguſt 1780 he found at Camden ſeveral Waggons and Horſes in the 
Service of Government, which had been under the Direction of Major 
Fraſer, and were, in the Opinion of Lord Cornwallis, unable to perform all 
the Services he wanted from them; he alſo found Twenty-nine Waggons, 
with Four Horſes each, hired by Order of Lord Cornwallis of the People 
of the Country; a Waggon, Four Horſes, and-a Driver, ſome at Twelve 
Shillings and ſome at Thirteen Shillings a Day, Sterling. In September, 
Captain MRinnon, Deputy Quarter Maſter General in Charles Town, 
ſent up about T wenty-five Waggons, each with Four Horſes and a Driver, 
to the Army at Camacy; he never paid for the Hire of thoſe Waggons 
and Horſes which he received either from Major Fraſer or from Captain 
M Kinnoen. Some Horſes were purchaſed fer the Uſe of the Waggons and 
Train, about the Average. Price of Nine I ounds Sterling. 
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During Lord Cormoallis's March, finding the Number of Waggons an 
Incumbrance to him, he ordered them all to be deſtroyed, at. Ramſour”s 
Mills, near the Catawwha, in North Caroling, except about Ten or Twelve, 
reſcrved to carry Salt, Medicines, and other Neceſſaries for the Army: 
Afterwards it became neceſſary to increaſe their Number, in order to 
carry the Wounded ; ſome of theſe were taken from the. Diſafſected of 
the Country, and ſome from the Enemy; theſe were never charged to 

Government: I'wo were purchaſed, and a few hired at the ſtated Price; 

the Proprietors of theſe laſt were afterwards, by the Order of Lord 

Cornwallis, paid the Value of their Waggons and Horſes, as they werc 
20t able to take them back to their Habitations. 

After he came to New. Zork, in December 1781, be ſent. to the ono 
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of Major Drummond, the Commiſſary of Accounts, an Account of his 
Receipts and Diſburſements for the Year 1781, with the Vouchers : 
This Account he afterwards received back from the Office, ſigned and 
certified by Major. Drummond to be juſt and ſufficient; and has, ſince he 
came to Exgland, delivered. it, with the Vouchers, into the Office of the 
Auditor of the Impreſt. 


T. Anguiſh, 
Rich“ Neave, 
Sam Beachcroft, 
Geo. Drummond. 


b RP? ENGLAND. 


N21. 


The EXAMINATION of Lieutenant Colonel George Clerk, late 
Barrack Maſter General in Nertb America; taken upon Oath, the 25th 
.and 26th March 1782. | 


*F* HIS Examinant ſaith, That he was Barrack Maſter General to the 

Army under Sir William Howe, and afterwards under Sir Henry 
Clinton, in North America, from June 1776 to June 1780: He received 
his Commiſſion from Sir William Howe. 

His Buſineſs was to fit up and repair all the Barracks ; to ſupply 
them with .Bedding, Forms, and Tables, Fuel and Candles; to ſupply 
the General Officers with Variety of Furniture, and the whole Army, 
- whilſt they were in Quarters, with Fuel; which, when they took the 
Field, was ſypplied them by the Quarter Maſter General : He like- 
wiſe paid the Rents . for .the Houſes occupied by the Officers and 
Troops. | 

He had under him ſeveral Barrack Maſters and Aſſiſtants, both at 
Ne York and at other Garriſons and Outpoſts ; he ſupplied theſe Bar- 
rack Maſters with Money, who rendered to him an Account in what 
Manner they expended it, and took Receipts in their own Names; 
which Receipts they ſent. to him, to be his Vouchers in paſſing his Ac- 
counts: He relied entirely upon the Fidelity and Integrity of theſe Aſſiſt- 
ants and: Barrack Maſters:for the Truth of theſe Vouchers. 

He ſometimes received from the Commander in Chief Orders to 
provide for a certain Number of Men ; but it was left to his Diſcre- 
tion by what Means, and at what Price, he was to provide the Neceſſa- 
-ries wanted. | 

At New York he appointed Perſons to buy up Wood for the Uſe of 

the 
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the Army, at his own Diſcretion ; it was principally purchaſed at Lom 
Mand and Staten Mand; in general, it was cut by Perſons appointed by 
him, and was brought to New York in Veſſels, and lodged in different 
Yards, called The Wood Yards: The Quantity was always aſcertained 
on the Spot where it was cut, by the Cord; and an Account was ſent 
by the Perions employed by him, by every Veſſel, of the Quantity ſent 
on board of ſuch Veffel, and paid for to the Proprietor by the Perſon 
employed to purchaſe it : He ſettled the Accounts of this Perſon gene- 
rally every Quarter, taking from him an Account of the. Sums he had 
paid. This Wood was delivered to the. Barrack Maſter at New York, 
and by him iſſucd to the Garriion according to the eſtabliſhed Allow- 
ance ; which was different at different Periods: It was purchaſed and 
paid for by the Cord. He has been informed that there is a Difference 
between the Quantity of the Cord by the New York and by the Country 
Meaſure ; but what that Diiterence is he does not know: "The Now York 
Cord meaſured Eight Feet Jong, Four Feet broad, and Four Feet high. 
The Price paid for it per Cord was different at different Times: In 
1775 it was Twenty-eight Shillings and Four Pence, New York Cur- 
rency ; and during a ſhort Time, in the Winter of 1779, he gave ſo 
high as about Six Pounds for a ſmall Quantity. It was delivered out 
by the Cord, according to the ſtared Town Meaſure, which never varied. 
The Quantity iflucd was regulated by the Returns of the Commanding, 
Officer of each Regiment of the Number of Effectives ; and the Quar- 
ter Maſter ſigned a Receipt for ſuch Quantity of Wood as the Regiment 
was entitled to; and that Quantity, when actually iſſued, was mcaſur— 
cd by the Barrack Maſter who iſſued it, and the Quarter Maſter or 
other Officer of the Regiment receiving it: The reſt was iſſued to the 
General Officers and Staff; to the Hoſpitals ; and, by Order of the Com- 
mander in Chief, to the Admiral, and to ſome of the Officers of the 
Navy who reſided on Shore; to Priſoners; and ſometimes to particular 
Inhabitants: And all theſe Iſſues were charged by him to Government. 
The Quantity to cach was-regulated by the. Commander in Chief, and the 
W ood meatured by the Barr rack Maſters and the Perſons ſent to receive 
it. When iſſucd, he charged it to Government at an Average Price; 
which Average was formed from the different Prices at which the Wood 
was purchaſed, ſo as not to exceed the Sum actually paid by him for 
the Purchaie of the Wood. His Vouchers for theſe Iſſues were, either 
the Returns of the different Corps, ſigned by the Commanding Officer, 
and indorſed by the Regimental Quarter Maſter; or the Receipt of the 
Perſon to whom the Wood was delivered, given to the Barrack Maſter. 
All. Receipts for Sums paid at the Office of the Barrack Maſter General, 
are given in his Name, and collected together every Quarter, in order 
ro form the Ahſtract for the Commander in Chief. 

It was neceſſary to employ Veſſels to convey the Fuel from Long [and 
and other Flaces to New York ; thoſe Veſſels were generally hired by 
him, and ainounted, upon an Average, to about Twenty-five : There 
were none purchaſed for the Uſe of Government. Some Veſſels were 
- continually employed in this Department, from the Beginning of the 

Tear 
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Tear 1777 to June 1780. He believes ſeveral of theſe Veſſels belonged 
to Perſons employed in his Department, and ſome to the Inhabitants 
of the Town: They were hired at the ſtated Price, and paid for at his 
Office. 

Waggons, Carts, and Horſes were likewiſe neceſſary for carrying on 
the Buſineſs of the Barrack Maſter General ; theſe he hired at the ſertled 
Price of Twelve Shillings a Day Currency for a Waggon, Two Horſes, 
and a Driver; and Ten Shillings a Day for a Cart, One Horle, and a 


Driver; who had a Ration a Day, and, the latter Part of the Time, a 


Ration a Day for each Horſe. None of theſe were purchaſed for the 
Uſe of Government. He believes ſome of them were the Property 
of Perſons employed in the Office of the Barrack Maſter General. 

The Barrack Maſter of the Town took Charge of all theſe Carriages, 
and paid for their Hire; and the Receipts he took are Vouchers for the 
Barrack Maſter General. The Barrack Maſter hired Labourers as he 
wanted them, and paid them at the uſual Price of Labour. . 

None of his Accounts are as yet come to Engiand : They were on 


board the Robuſt Man of War; which, on her Paſſage Home, was 
forced to go to the Weſt Indies. 


T. Anguiſh, 
A. Piggolt, 
Geo. Drummond. 


GEORGE CLERK. 


N* 243. 


The EXAMINATION of John Montreſor, Eſquire ; taken upon 
Oath, the 17th, 19th, and 22d April 1782. 


HIS Examinant faith, That upon the Death of Captain Thomas 


Sewers, in March 1774, he ſucceeded to the Office of Commanding 


Engineer under the Commander in Chief of His Majeſty's Forces in Worth 
America; he was afterwards appointed, by a ſpecial Commiſſion from the 
King, dated the 18th of December 1775, Chief Engineer in America; as 
ſuch, he was ſubject to all Orders iſſued to him by the Commander in Chief. 
His Buſineſs, as Chief Engineer, was to conſtruct Fortifications, both per- 
manent and temporary, and to purchaſe all Materials necefT:ry for the ſame; 
to provide whatever was neceſſary, either for Attack or Defence; to rea 
and fit up the Barracks and Quarters for the Army; to provide all tac 
Veſſels, Waggons, Carts, and Horſes, Artificers, and Labourers, neceTary 
for the Service of this Department, except Wagguns ant Hlorſes upon 2 
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March, or on preſſing Occafions ; to make Roads, and to keep them in 
Repair. He always made the Agreements himſelf, when it was in his Power 
(ſomerimes in Writing and ſometimes by Word only) for the Purchaſe of 
all the Materials, and for the Workmanſhip, and for the Hire of whatever 
was wanted in this Department. At the diſtant Poſts theſe Agreements 
were made by the Engineers and Aſſiſtants under him. When Fortifications 
were to be conſtructed, he formed a Deſign and Eftimate, which he laid be- 
fore the Commander in Chief; whoſe Approbation was an Authority to 
him to procure all the neceſſary Materials, and to carry it into Execution, 
within the Compaſs of the Sum in the Eſtimate. There were conſtantly 
employed in this Department Four Veſſels, together about Three hundred 
and Fifty Tons Burthen ; and Eight Waggons, each with Two Horſes ; 
and Six Waggons more upon a March. He purchaſed Three of the Veſſels, 
and the Eight Waggons and Horſes, upon his own Account, from Colonel 
Dixon, who had executed the ſame Office; and let them to Government at 
the ſtated Prices of Thirteen Shillings a Ton per Month for the Veſſels, 
and Five Shillings and Ten Pence a Day Sterling for a Waggon and Two 
{loſes ; for which he paid the Drivers, and kept the Waggons in Repair: 
the Public ſupplied the Driver with a Ration a Day. The Waggons and 
Horſes, upon a March, were ſupplied by the Quarter Maſter General. 
Another Veſlel of One hundred and Seventy-ſix Tons was for ſome Time 
employed in this Department, during the Expedition to the Head of E!k. 
The Perſon who had either fold him Materials, or performed any Service, 
generally applied to him for a Certificate of the Agreement being per- 
formed, and of the Price of the Purchaſe or Hire; upon which he gave an 
Order upon the Paymaſter of the Works to pay to the Perſon the Sum therein 
ſpecified. He had under him Aſſiſtant Engineers, a Clerk of the Checque, 
Maſters and Foremen of all the Works ; who frequently made Reports and 
Returns to him what Services were performed, and of the Number of 
Men, and Time they were employed : From theſe Reports and Returns 
the Claims of the ſeveral Perſons were made out in the Office; he directed 
the Payment of them from the Confidence he had in the Truth of thoſe 
Reports and Returns. The Money iſſued for the Expences of this Depart- 
ment was by the Warrants, either Temporary or Final, of the Commander 
in Chief upon the Deputy Paymaſter General of the Forces, payable to 
him as Chict Engineer; but he never received the Money himſelf. He 
endorſed the Warrants, and tranſmitted them to the Paymaſter of the 
Works, who received the Sums of the Deputy Paymaſter General. With 
this Money the Paymaſter of the Works paid the Bills ſent to him by the 
Chief F'ngineer ; and ſometimes, by Order of the Commander in Chief, 
he was directed to pay Bills without their having been firſt examined by 
the Chict Engineer, Sometimes he paid Bills at his own Diſcretion. The 
Receipts given for thele Payments were all made as Sums received of the 
Paymalter of the Works. He was always directed to take Two Receipts 
for every Payment; One of which he tranſmitted to the Chief Engineer. 
Previous to the making-up the Quarterly Abſtract of the Expenditure, to 
be annexed to the Final Warrant, he took from the Office of the Pay- 
maſter of the Works the Duplicate for every Payment made by him _—_ 
that 
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that Quarter, and carried them, with the Abſtract, to the Commander in 
Chief, for his Inſpection, and to obtain a Final Warrant. He does not 
know that either any Chief Engineer or Paymaſter of the Works was ever 
called upon, in any Office, to paſs his Accounts of Money expended by 
him, or by his Order, for the Extraordinaries of the Army ; or that any 
Account was ever paſſed, except by Colonel Henry Gordon; who, as he 
has been informed and believes, himſelf applied to the Office of the 
Auditor of the Impreſt, and procured his Accounts to be paſſed there. 
He conſiders himſelf as accountable only, for the Orders for Payment 
iſſued by him, to the Paymaſter of the Works. 

He further ſaith, That he arrived in Exgland on or about the 19th of 
December 1778 ; and on the 10th of April 1780 ſignified by Letter to Jobn 
Bray, Eſquire, One of the Deputy Auditors of the Impreſt, that he had 
in his Poſſeſſion Accounts of ſeveral Years ſtanding, conſiſting principally 
of Abſtracts and Vouchers for carrying on His Majeſty's Service in the 
Engineer's Department under his immediate Command in North America, to 
a conſiderable Amount, and which had been paid out of the Contingen- 
cies of the Army, from Time to Time, by Warrants from different Com- 
manders in Chief; and requeſted the ſaid 7ehn Bray to inform him when 
it would be moſt agreeable to him to have them tranſmitted to the Audi- 
tors Office for Examination. To which Letter he, Three Days after- 
wards, received a verbal Anſwer to the following Effet—That his Ac- 
counts could not be received at the Impreſt Office for the preſent, as they 
were ſo full of Buſineſs; but whenever they were more at Leiſure he 
ſhould be acquainted with it. That he has never ſince heard from Mr. 
Bray, or any other Perſon in the Auditors Office, upon that Subject. 

The total Sum contained in the Warrants iſſued to him by the Com- 
manders in Chief, from the gth of March 1774 to the 3oth of September 
1778, was One hundred Ninety-one thouſand and Fifty-ſix Pounds and 
Seven Pence Farthing. 

From the Month of September 1777 to June 1778 he was employed in 
conſtructing Fortifications in and about Philage/pbia, He cannot tell the 
Amount of the Expences of theſe Fortifications ; they are blended together 
with various other Expences in his Department, 


JOHN MONTRESOR. 
T. Anguiſh, 
A. Pigpott, 
Rich“ Neave, 
_ Gee. Drummond. 
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IN* 23: 


The EXAMINATION of Captain David Laird; taken upon Oath, 
the 18th and 19th March, and 12th April, 1782. 


THIS Examinant faith, That he was appointed by Sir William Howe, 

Commander in Chief in North America, Agent for Victuallers, Store 
Ships, and Small Craft, by Warrant dated 1ſt January 1777 : He was at 
that Time Agent to the Artillery, to over-look the Embarkation and De- 
barkation of the Artillery and their Stores, A Perſon was wanted to 
ſuperintend the Unloading and Delivery of the Stores and Proviſions 
to the ſeveral Departments, and the Diſpatch of the Veſſels back again 
to Europe, and to hire and inſpect the ſmall Veſſels for the Service of 
the Army: For theſe Purpoſes he received his Commiſſion from Sir Mil- 
liam Howe, He continued 1n this Department under hum until May 1778, 
and afterwards under Sir Henry Clinton until December 1780. Orders were 
iſſued from the Commander in Chief, for Returns to be made to him of 
all the Small Craft at that Time employed in each Department: Theſe 
Returns, ſigned by the Heads of each Department, were delivered to him 
with his Commiſſion. At that Time Sir Wilkam Erſkine was Quarter 
Maſter General, Colonel George Clerk Barrack Maſter General, Mr, Daniel 
Chamier Commiſſary General, and Major Mathew Dixon Chief Engineer. 
All the Small Craft employed at this Time in theſe ſeveral Departments 
were paid by the Quarter Maſter General. He made Returns to the Com- 
mander in Chief, as often as the Service would permit, of the Number 
of Small Craft employed in the Departments of the Quarter Maſter Ge- 
neral, Barrack Maſter General, and Commiſfary General : The Engineer 
| hired thoſe which were conſtantly employed in his Branch. This Return 
contained the Number, the Names, the Sort of Veſſel, the Maſter's 
Name, the Tonnage, his Remarks, and generally the Service they were 
employed in. It was Part of his Buſineſs to hire all Veſſels and Small 
Craft wanted for the Service of the Army: If it was a Veſſel above the 
Size required for Inland Navigation, he had firſt the particular Orders 
of the Commander in Chief; if ſmaller Veſſels were wanted, he procured 
them upon the Requiſition of the Heads of the ſeveral Departments, and 
ſelected for each Department thoſe Veſſels that were beſt conſtructed for 
the Scrvice of each; and they were not diſcharged until he received Orders 
for that Purpoſe from the Heads of the ſeveral Departments. If the 
Veſſels exceeded Thirty or Thirty-five Tons, he hired them always by 
Charter; if under, by a Memorandum given to the Owner. Theſe 
Veſſels were meaſured, and valued, in general, by the Wardens of the Port 
at New Jerk; which Officers are named by the Chamber of Commerce, 
and approved of by the Commandant of the Town. The Price of the 
Hire of Veſicls under Thirty Tons was Six Pence New 707k Currency 
{Three 
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{Three Pence Halfpenny Sterling) per Ton per Day, and Half a Dollar, 
at Four Shillings and Eight Pence Sterling, per Man per Day; ſome carry- 
ing Two, ſome Three, and a few Four Men; and each Man was allowed 
a Soldier's Ration, including One Sixth of a Quart of Rum : This Price 
never varied. For Veſſels of Thirty Tons and upwards the Hire was 
Ten Shillings Sterling per Ton per Month; the Proprietor was to find 
Six Men to the Hundred Tons, and victual them: And a few of theſe 
Veſſels, called Petty Augers, were hired by the Day, at Ten Shillings 
and Six Pence and Eleven Shillings and Eight Pence Sterling. In May 
1777 ſeveral Veſſels were wanted for the Expedition to the Southw ard, 
for carrying Horſes and ſome Waggons. The Proprietors of the V cfſels 
complained to him of the ſmall Price paid for the Hire. At that Time 
the Rate. of Wages, and the Price of Proviſions and Naval Stores, was in- 
creaſed, and therefore he was of Opinion that the Price of the Tonnage 
was too little, and recommended to them to appiy by Memorial to the 
Quarter Maſter General. This Memorial was reterred to him, by the 
Commander in Chief: He reported, that he thought Thirteen Shillings a 
Ton Sterling per Month was a reaſonable Price; "and in conſequence of 
his Report it was increaſed to that Sum 

It was his Duty to ſce that the Veſſcis were fitted ovt and manned in a 
Manner ſuflicient ſor the Service required of them; he was a Check and 
Control upon the Owners and Maſters : Where he was preſent, he hired 
them all himſelf, of thoſe Perſons who tendered them to him; in his Ab- 
ſence they were hired by his Deputy, but in his Name. He never 
bought any himſelf; nor does he know of any being bought for the Ser- 
vice of the Army, except Three by Order of Sir Hens Clinton, and Three 
bought at Rhode Hand by the Deputy Commiſſary. The Commander in 
Chief never interfered in the Contract for 3 theſe Veſſels, but left it 
entirely to him. He was not employed in the Expenditure of any Part 
of the Public Money: At firſt the H; re of all the Veſſels was paid by 
the Quarter Maſter General ; afterwards the Commander in Chief ordered 
each Department to pay the Hire of the Veſſels they employed. 

Every Quarter he made up an Account of what was due for the Hire 
of every Veſſel employed in the Service during that Quarter, and made 
out Tickets or Cer tificates, ſigned by himſelf, and directed to the Heads 
of different Departments, ſpecifying the Name of the Veſſel, the Ton- 
nage, the Department in which it was employed, the Time of Service, 
and the Price per Ton: This Ticket he del wered to the Ovrner, Mait er, 
or his Agent, who carried it to the Office of that Department, here he 
was paid, and left the Ticket. An Account is made up in that Omer oi 
all the Sums paid in purſuance of theſe Tickets, and ſent to him, with 
the Tickets: He checked this Account by his Tickets and Check Book, 
ſigned the Account, and returned it to the Office. If the Veſſel was in 
2 2 diſtant Service, he did not deliver the Ticket without a Certificate that 
{he was in actual Service during that Period. Where the Veſſel was either 
taken, ſunk, cer or deſtroyved, he did not pay for her without an 
Affidavit of the Fact by the Maſter and Crew, and the Certificate of an 
Officer of that Department 721 8 me was employed. He puriucd the 
like Method of making out and delivering Tickets to the Scamen em- 
10 ployed 
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ployed on board the Veſſels in the Departments of the Quarter Maſter 
General, Barrack Maſter General, and Commiſſary General, and of exa- 
mining the Accounts ſent to him from thoſe Offices with his Tickets and 
Check Book, and of ſigning the Accounts if he found them to agree with 
his Tickets. He was not concerned, nor had any thing to do with the 
Payment of any of them. 

The Quarter Maſter General, the Barrack Maſter General, and ſeveral 
of the inferior Officers in thoſe Departments, and in the Commiſſariate, 
and he himſelf, were Proprietors, or had Shares in ſeveral of theſe Veſſels; 
the Agreement for them was made by, and the Hire paid to, either theſe 
Officers themſelves or their Agents: The Names of the principal Officers 
do not appear either in the Agreements for the Hire, or in the Receipts 
for the Pay. The Average Wages of a Seaman was abeut Three Pounds 
Fifteen Shillings Sterling per Month, and the Victualling about Two 
Shillings Sterling a Day. It is hardly poſſible to compute the Average 
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of the Yearly Repairs of a Veſlel. 


T. Anguiſh, 
Nich Neave, 
Sam] Beachrroft, 
Geo, Drummond. 
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The EX&A MINATION of Mr. Milliam Butler; taken upon Oath, the 
22d and 27th March 1782. 


THIS Examinant ſaith, That he held the Office of Inſpector of Stores 

and Proviſions in North America from the Year 1759 to November 
1776; at which Time he was appointed, by the Treaſury, Aſſiſtant Com- 
miſſary to the Army commanded by Sir Milliam Howe at New York, in 
which Department he is now, and has been ever ſince. 

It is his Buſineſs to receive from the Victuallers into the Stores, and to 
deliver in Bulk, according to the Orders of the Commiſſary General, all 
Stores and Proviſions for the Uſe of the Army. He reported every Day 
to the Commiſſary General what Proviſions he had received and delivered 
out during that Day; and once a Week he made to him a general Return 
of all the Proviſions received and delivered out, with what remained on 
Hand. Where Proviſions were purchaſed in the Country by the Com- 


miſſary General, or Perſons employed by him, they were referred to the 


Inſpector to be examined; if he approved of them, he gave a. Certificate 


to the Seller, ſpecifying the Quantity, Weight, and Kind of Proviſions; 


which Certificate entitled him to Payment at the Commiſſary General's 
Office, according to his Agreement, He paid every Month all the Clerks 
and 
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and Labourers employed in his Department, and took ſeparate Receipts 
from each, in the Name of the Commiſſary General: He raid the Lavuur- 
ers from Three Shillings to about One Shilling and Nine Pence a Day 
Sterling, and every Three Months took up the Monthly Receipts, and 
exchanged them for a Receipt for Three Months. He had generaliy from 
Seventy to Eighty Labourers, and cach was allowed a Rativn a Day over 
and above his Pay. He never was employed to purchaſe either Stores or 
Proviſions. When Rum was purchaſed, Two Perſons, called Proof Maſters, 
were ordered by the Commander in Chief to take the Proof of it; they 
marked upon the Caſk, if above the Standard Proof, the Quantity of Water 
to be added to reduce it to the Standard, and reported to the Commiſſary 
General the Quantity as iſ reduced; it was then received into the Stores, 
and the Perſon appointed to take Care of the Rum reduced it according 
to the Directions of the Proof Maſters, and the Aſſiſtant Comm: ſTary 
ſtood charged with the reduced Quantity, Ile, and {ſeveral others in the 
Commuſſariate, had Shares in ſeveral Veſſels employcd in this and other 
Departments under Government; theſe Veſſels were all paid as other 
Veſſels were, at the ſtated Price ſettled by the Commander in Chief: They 
were employed in tranſporting Stores and Provifions to Places where 
there were different Detachments, and to lupply the Out poſts ; and were 
paid at the Office of the Commiſſary General. 

Whenever any P-oviſions, either landed from the Victuallers, or in 
Store, or returned from the Out-poſts, were damaged, he reported them to 
the Commiſſary General; upon his Repreſentation, the Commander in 
Chief iſſued a Warrant, directed to Four or Six Perſons, to hold a Survey; 
at which the Inſpector generally attended: After Examination, they directed 
ſuch Part as was unfit for Uſe to be deſtroyed, and ſaw it thrown into the 
Sea; and directed what Part ſhould be ſaved to feed Cattle, and what Parts 
ſhould be ſold : That Part which was ſaved for Cattle was generally deli- 
vered to the Commiſſary of Cattle; and the Part to be told continued in 
Store until fold at public Vendue by the Vendue Maſter; whe received the 
Money, and paid it into the Office of the Commiſſary General. A Re- 
port of this Survey was made by the Surveyors and Inſpectot to the Com- 
miſſary General, for the Information of the Commander in Chief. 

The Veſſels that were employed in his Department, and were private 
Property, were for the moſt Part Prizes bought at public Vendue, and 
were paid, victualled, and kept in Repair by the Owners. No Repairs 
could be done in the King's Yard (that was under the Direction of the 
Quarter Maſter General) without his Order; nor in the Naval, Yard with- 
out the Order of the commanding Sea Officer for the Time being. Some 
of the Carts and Horſes employed belonged to the Officers of this De- 
partment. The Price of a Horſe and Cart was about Thirty Pounds Cur- 
rency; and a Sledge, uſed in Winter, about Fourteen Pounds Currency: 
Theſe were kept in Pay the whole Year, and repaired by the Owners. 
The Hire of a Horſe and Cart, or Sledge, was Twelve Shillings a Day 
Currency, paid by Government. 

At firſt his Clerks and Labourers received their Pay and Proviſions 
without any Deduction; but on the 25th June 1780 he received Directions 
from the Commiſſary General to ſtop from their Pay Two Pence Halt- 
penny Sterling for each Ration: The Amount of theſe Stoppages, for tho 
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Arſt Half Year, was Three hundred and. Seventy Pounds Eighteen Shil- 
lings and Seven Pence Currency (about Two hundred and Sixteen Pounds 
Sterling); for the next Quarter, One hundred Eighty-five Pounds Four 
Shillings and Four Pence Currency (about One hundred and Eight Pounds 
Sterling) : Which Sums he paid to the Commiſſary General. 


WM BUTLER. 
T. Anguiſh, 
A. Piggolt, 
Geo. Drummond. 


. 


By his Excellency the Honourable William Howe, General and 
Commander in Chief of all His Majeſty's Forces within the 
(L. S.) Colonies laying on the Atlantic Ocean, from Nova Scotia to 


Weſt Florida incluſive, &c. & c. &c. 


To Captain David Laird. 


W HERE AS a Number of armed and other Ships have been 
chartered by Orders trom the Right Honourable the Lords Com- 
miſſioners of the Treaſury, for the Purpoſe of ſupplying the Army under 
my Command with Proviſions and Stores from Europe; which Ships, from 
a Want of a proper Perſon to ſuperintend the Diſcharge of their Cargoes, 
and their Diſpatch from hence, incur unneceſſary Expence to Govern- 
ment, and make Delays, to the great Prejudice of His Majeſty's Ser- 
vice: And whereas there are a Number of ſmaller Veſſels chartered or 
hired for Public Services, in the different Departments under my Com- 
mand, which require the moſt ſiri&t Inſpection to prevent Abuſes: I, 
therefore, repoſing eſpecial Confidence in your Vigilance and Activity, do 
hereby conſtitute and appoint you to be ſole Agent for all the Ships and 
Veſſels which ſhall come freighted by Government and conſigned to me, and 
all ſuch as are or may be chartered or hired by my Order. You are therefore 
to examine the Cargoes of all ſuch Ships and V eſſels, on their Arrival at this 
Port, making known to me if any Fraud or Impoſition has been offered to 
Government, bz bringing out Goods not ſpecified in the Bills of Lading; and 
you are hereby required to direct the Unloading and Diſpatch of thoſe Ships 
and V eſſels, from Time to Time, as they may arrive, delivering to me a 
Weekly State of the Proceedings of all thoſe who happen to be in this 
Harbour, or Places contiguous to it, remarking the Cauſes of Delay, or 
other Impediments that may occur to your Obſervation ; and when Four, 
Five, or more, are ready for Sea, you are to report the ſame to me, that 
the neceſſary Orders may be given for them to proceed to England, Ire- 
and. or other Places, agreeabie to the Charter Parties under Which they 
reipectively 
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reſpectively ſerve. You are alſo required to take under your Care all 
ſmaller Veſſels, that have been chartered or hired by my Order; to ſer 
that they are properly manned, equipped, and juſtly rated as to their 
onnage, reporting ſuch as you think ſuperfluous or unfit for Service, 
at they may be diſcharged : And when it is neceſſary for the Service to 
charter or hire more Veſſels for inland Navigation, you are hereby au- 
thorized to do the ſame, upon the moſt reaſonable Terms, conducting 
yourſelf in the Execution of this Charge, as nearly as poſſible, according to 
the Rules and Inſtructions given and practiſed by the honourable Board 
of Commiſſioners of His Majeſty's Navy in the Hire of Veſſels for the 
Service of Government. And, as it may be found adviſable to appropriate 
a certain Number to each of the public Departments; viz. of the Com- 
miſſary General, Quarter Maſter General, and Barrack Maſter General, 
you will in that Caſe ſelect thoſe beſt conſtructed for the ſeveral Services, 
appointing an active and truſty Man to each, with Directions to make 
frequent Reports to you of their Proceedings. In like Manner, you are 
to deliver to me, every Week, a Return of the ſmall Veſſels, and how em- 
ployed, with your occaſional Obſervations. The Rates and Periods of 
Payment being aſcertained, as may be judged moſt convenient, you are to 
give Tickets of Pay, due from Time to Time to the ſeveral Maſters or 
Skippers, keeping a regular Book to check the ſame, and direct theſe 
Tickets to be carried to the Quarter Maſter General's Office, where they 
will be diſcharged; and upon a Settlement of the whole Expence, at the 
End of every Quarter, you will take up the ſaid Tickets, and give One 
general Voucher for the full Sum expended within that Time. All Maſ- 
ters, Skippers, and others concerned, are hereby commanded to obey 
you, as ſole Agent, and thoſe in Appointment under you; and you are to 
obſerve and follow ſuch Orders and Directions, from Time to Time, as 
you ſhall receive from me, or the Commander in Chief for the Time 
being, and to comply, not waiting for particular Inſtructions, with ſuch 
Requiſitions as may be made, for the Proſecution of the Service, by the 
Principals in the Departments before mentioned, in purſuance of the 
Truſt hereby repoſed in you; for which you will be entitled to receive 
Twenty Shillings Sterling per Day, to commence from the Date of this 
Warrant. Given under my Hand and Seal, at Head Quarters in New 
York, the Firſt Day of January One thouſand Seven hundred and Seventy- 
ſeven, in the Seventeenth Year of the Reign of our Sovereign Lord Geor, 


the Third, by the Grace of God of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, 
King, Defender of the Faith, and ſo forth. 


W. HOWE 
By his Excellency's Command, 


Robert Mackenzie. 


This is a true Copy. 
David Laird, 19th March 1782. 
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We whoſe Names are under-written do hereby acknowledge to have re. 
ceived from Brigadier General Sir //i/liamn Hine, Quarter Maſter 
Gencra!, the following Sums ſet oppoſite to eack of our Names, in. falt 
for Hire of our Horſes, Waggons, and Drivers, em loyed in His 

Jerſeys, betucen the it January anc 311t 
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2 * 


N' 26. 


Men's Names. 


James Mauce 
Fehn | Ender boden 
John V anwincke! — 


Jen Meckfal! — 
Charles Brown — 
Arabam Lane — 
Jaac Cortolien — 
Pen, Field — * 
Jecber]l Brown — 
Villiam Alford — 
Fililliam Patty — 
William Ke'ty —̃— 
Andrew Hare — 
James Jenes — 
72 

Mo ſe 5 B {7 > — 
Teac Raynor — 
Older Bourd — 
John G — — 
Pilliam Butler — 


Chriſtian Dedreaer — 
Jim 5 / ac & — 
Adolph Buſing 
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Adel Buſſing. 


James Mezice. 


;ebn i ancerboven. 
John Fanwinchel. 


kis 
Jebu & Mack/all. 
Aarks 
his 
Cha x Brown. 
Mark. 
Abrabam Liane. 
Cha- Curtis, for Tſca: 
Cortoiyen, 
h.s 


| Ben Xx ical. 


D. Lark. 


i Revert Bron. 


I tliiai Afford. 
William Patter. 


| /7- Gam Kelly. 
dre Harvey. 


James Jones. 


115 
AAoſes « Placł. 
Marc. 


Jſaac Raynor. 


Oliver Beurd. 

Je hn Grigy. 

WWilinm Butler. 

Cirijtian.Dedreaer. 
hi- 

Jim x Black. 


Mark. 


Near 
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Men's Names. 


Noob Eldridge  — 
Fehn Willis Black — 
Richard Graham — 


Michael Handlen — 


Febn Good — — 
Jobn Cannon 


James Forty — 
Peter Vandeleck — 


Tobras Metica 


Fea Smith — 


Thomas Gibſon — 


Ceorge Spit — 1. 


Thomas Jackſon — 
Feſeph Thorne — 
Fojenh Woodard — 


Patrick Demiſton — 
Robert Blanter — 


Fobn Mills — — 
Robert Pulvertap — 
 Fobn Pancoaſk — 


Henry Bogert — 


Herr Telford — 


Samuel Stockion — 

Torn Becban * 

Patric Daiy — 

Jacht N — — 
— 


r of Wag 


| 


Sons. 


* 


2 


— 


* | Num 


_ 


1 | Number of Horles. 


W 2 0 MH 


hy | Number of Drivers, 


-- 


" ww 


12 Number ot Days. 


| At per Day. 


2/42 — — 


2 4 — 


New .York 
Currency. Aſugnments. 
1 8 —|Neab Eldridge. 


his 
Je hi. 5 illi, Black. 
9 


Richard Grabam. 
L:; 

M:chae! x Handler. 

Mark. 

| "22, 
John « Coed. 
| Mek. 
Jobn Cannon. 


James Forty. 


1225 12 — 
127 | 

1724 4 — 
12/.46 16 — 
127 35 8 — 
12/.] 40 16 — 
12 KL — — 
12.34 — — 
12538 8 — 
12/34 16 — 
12/124 4 — 
12/.] 35 8B — 
8 han 12 — 
wo 58 4 _ 
12/46 16 — 
12/.141 8 — 
127483 — — 

Y 

12/. . 
12757 12 — 


Peter J unadetect. 
his 


40 4 —;Tob:ie: x Metica. 


| M aric. 

hs + ; 4 
John Smith. 
Themas Gil /n. 


h:s 


; 
Georg? x Smith. 


Mark. 
Thomas Jack/cn, 
Foſjepo J Horne. 


i Joſeph Weorderd, 


Patrick Deniſton. 
his 
| Robert x Blanker. 
Ma: k. 
Fobn Mills. 
Rebert Pulvertap, 
Town Pancoaft. 
his 
Henry * Begert. 
Mark. 
Heury Tedford, 
Sami 9 eh ton, 
his 
John « Bechan. 
Mark. 
hs 
Patrice x Daty, 
Mark. 


Y 1b 
J acs * 


his 
Nec E. 
| Mark. 
Fates 
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80 2 8 f Hm | 
A 
- * Fu 7 — | New York [ 
Men's Names. | [21-12 | & | Currency. | Aſſignments. 
[E]3]Z]Z| > 
lJejEjEJE]R | 
2 2 — — — 
2 ZZZ 
— — ä — 1 — — — — — 
his 
Afathew Smith 4 1] 2] 117912. 47 8 —Matbew x Smith. 
| | Mark. 
Nobert Legan bt 1] 2] 11781127. 46 16 —] Robert Legau. 
Jobn Littell — 1] 2] 1772/46 4 — Jeb Liitaoll. 
Jonatban Barton —| 1 2] 179 1¼ [47 8 —|Fof. Gardner, QM 
| | 1] +7th L. Dragoons, 
obn Varnon — {| 1] 2] 1183] i2/ 49 16 —|Fohbn Varnon. 
"Feremiah Driſcall — 11 21 1j08} 124. 40 16 — Jeremiab Dri ſcall. 
Joſbua Wright —| 2] 4 5 58 | 24/. 169 12 — Jana Wright. 
Tina Farr 1 80 . | 48 — —| Iſaac x Fogg. 
Laac Fogg J 12/4 i Mak, 1 
IVaſmey Wilſon —| 12 i189] 12¼ 83 8 — „ 
| his 
Fohn Willhire — 1] 2] 1170] 12/.| 42 — —|Febn x Wilſhire. 
4 | a Mark. 
Samuel Fitzgerald — 1 2 1 78 | 12/.| 46 16 — [Sam Fitzgerald. 
Richard Townſhend 1 2| 1179] 12/.147 8 — Richard T ownſhend. 
Jobn Elliſon — — i} 2] 1468] 12/.{40 16 —|Fobn Elliſon. 
Henry Segaine —| 1| 2118812 52 16 —| Henry Segine. 
acob Parlee —{| 1] 2] 1]89|412/.]53 8 — Jacob Parlee. 
John Slaght — 1] 2] 1]80|12/.] 45s — — eb Slaght. 
Benjamin Seaman — [1 2| 1168 | 12/ |40 16 —| Benjamin Seaman. 
David Laforge —| 1] 2| 1]88|12/ | 52 16 —| David Laforge. 
Jacob Cole — — 1] 21 11751245 — — Jacob Cole. 
Dan Vanchef — i 2] 11821/ 49 4 Daniel Vanclefe. 
Mathias Dubois — [II 2| 1188] 12/.| 52 +6 —| Mathias Dubois. 
Cornelius Cruſer — 1 21 1 58] 12/.| 34 16 [Cornelius Cruſer. 
Anthy Stoutenberg — 1] 2| 1157] 12/.] 34 4 —| Anthony Stoutenberg. 
Peter Degro: — 1} 2] 1161] 12}. | 36 12 —| Peter Deprot. 
Foſeph Prine —[ 1] 2} 1105]12}.] 39 — —] Joſeph Perine. 
Richard Chriſtepher | 1] 2{ 1470] 12/.| 42 — —| Richard Criſtopber. 
Samuel Borrowe —| 1] 2] 1]71] 12/.| 42 12 —| Samuel Borrowe. 
Roger Barnes —| 1] 2] 1]52|12/.| 33 4 —| Roger Barnes. 
Lawrence Hilliard —| 1] 2| 1159] 12}.|35 8 [Laurence Hilliard. 
Chriſtopher Billop —| 1] 2 1468] 12/.]|40 16 —|Chriftopber Billep. 
Jobn Poillunt —| 1] 2| 1 Jabn Poillont. 
Edward Beaty — 1] 21 Edward Beaty. 


Jobs 
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Men's Names. 


| 


— — 


Job Jereonſy 


Henry Butler 


Henry Krouſe 
HWilkam Lake 
Richard Seaman 
Jacob Mercereau 
Peter Poillon — 
Jobn Androvet 
Mathias Swain 
Edward Blake 
James Randolph 
Barnt Tyſon — 


Ja Jobnſon — 
John Merſereau 


- | Number of Waggons. 
» | Number of Horles. 


* | 


CAL OO 


[ 


= 


— 


0 


I 


Number of Drivers. 
S | Number ot Days. 


rr 


„„ Wt og bus — fu — D — — — 


— 


— 


| At per Day. 


New Yeork 
Currency. Aſſignments. 
06" 16 a Jacob Parler, for : 
Jobn Jereonſy. 
his 
48 — —| Henry x Butler. 
Mark. 
42 — —| Henry Krouſe. 
53 8 —|Filliam Lake. 
52 16 —|Kichard Seaman. 
43 4 —|Jacoeb Mercereau. 
45 — —| Peter Poillon. 
48 — —|Fobn Androvet. 
25 8 —| Mathias Swain, 
40 16 — |Edward Blake. 
40 16 — James Randolph. 
35 8 —|Barent Tyfen, 
his 
42 — —| 7ames x Johnſon. 
M ark. 
45 — —| Zohn Merſereau. 
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fu. >, : 
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Charles York — 7157 115 — . 2 Te ork, 
| Ar X. 
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| his | 
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C his 
" 5 — 5 0 — FF Xo 2 er, ** 
Ye 7 57 5 15 fe Mark. 
| Witneſs Robert Fordbam. 
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George Eliger —| 57] 5/. 116 George x Eliger, 
| Winets Robert Fordbars. 
| | his 
Lendon — ] 7 5. 1 15 — .... Leden, * 
| Mark. 
3 Witneſs Hu:b Fraſer. 
Total C.“ 10 10 — 


I certify the above Account to be juſt, | 
Rev Dixon, Storekeeper. 
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N' 33. 


Head Quarters, Wynneſborough, 23d December 1780. 
ORDERS BY EARL CORNWALLIS. 


S I conſider myſelf a Steward for the Public Money expended by the 

Troops under my Command, -I think myſelf bound, by the Duty I 
owe my Country, to regulate the Charges to be made by the different De- 
partments. 
The Quarter Maſter General muſt abſolutely be reſtricted from charg- 
ing more for Waggons and Horſes than he has actually paid, for which 
he muſt produce his Vonchers; and he is not to charge the Hire of Horſes 
and Waggons purchaied; nor is he to purchaſe either Horſes or Waggons 
but upon Government Account. If the Neceſſity of the Service ſhould 
oblige him to hire Waggons and Horſes in the Country, either to attend 
the Army, or to carry Supplies to the different Poſts, he is to pay the 
Proprietors the full Price allowed by Government for the Hire of ſuch 
Waggons, for which the Receipts of ſuch Proprietors will be his 
Vouchers. 

The Commiſſary General is not to charge Government for the compleat 
Ration delivered to the Soldier, unleſs ſuch Ration is ſupplied from the 
Stores ſent from England. Whenever he delivers to them freſh Proviſions, 
he muſt only charge to them the real Amount of what he pays for the 
Cattle, for which the Receipts of the Inhabitants will be his Vouchers : 
The ſame Rule muſt be ſtriftly obſerved in the Delivery of Flour and 
Indian Meal. 

All Crafr, neceſſary for the Service of the Public Departments, 1s to 
be purchaſed on Government's Account. Whenever it is neceſſary to hire 
any, the Receipts of the Proprietors will be the proper Vouchers. 

Mr. Cruden, the Commiſſioner for the ſequeſtered Eſtates, has Direc- 
tions to ſupply the Public Departments with Negroes, for the Hire of 
which he will charge them. 

Lieutenant Colonel Balfour is deſired to make proper Regulations for 
the Barrack Department, and report tizem to me. 


Tranſmitted to the Commiſſioners of Public Accounts, 
purſuant to their Precept, dated iſt March 1782. 


N' 34. 
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Ne 34. 


The EXAMINATION of Major General William Roy; taken 
upon Oath, the 14th of May 1782. 


THIS Examinant ſaith, That in the Year 1758 he went over to the 

Allied Army in Germany, in the Departments of Engineer and Aſſiſt- 
ant Quarter Maſter General, and continued in thoſe Departments until 
the End of the War in 1763. No Public Money was impreſted or in- 
truſted to him in either of theſe Departments. 

He was employed to erect Stages and Wharfs for the Diſembarkation 
of the Britiſh Troops at Bremerlebe; he contracted for the Materials, and 
the Labour; he paid ſuch current and contingent Expences as were ne- 
ceſſary, but not as a Public Accountant ; he certified the Expences to 
the Commander in Chief, who iſſued his Warrant for his Reimburſe- 
ment, to Peter Taylor, Eſquire, the then Deputy Paymaſter General. 

He was commiſſioned, together with Major General Sandford and 
Lieutenant Colonel Keith, to conduct the Britiſb Troops through Holland 
in their Way Home: He acted in the Quarter Maſter General's Depart- 
ment. The Price paid for the Quarters of the Troops, and for the ne- 
ceſſary Carriages, was ſettled with the States General, by a Tariff; the 
Bread and Forage was ſupplied by particular Contracts, in the uſual 
Way. The Deputy Paymaſter General ſupplied the Commanding Offi- 
cers of Regiments with ſmall Sums to pay the Quarters, and current 
Expences ; which were diſcharged every Day, and for which they took 
Receipts. The Accounts of all the Expences of this March were co!- 
lected together, and paid, as he believes, by Peter Taylor, Efquire, who 
was fent to Holland for that Purpoſe. The Number of theſe Troops was 
about Twenty Thouſand. From the Time they entered to the Time they 
left the Territories of the States General, was about Thirty Days; and 
the total Expence under Thirty thouſand Pounds. 

He underſtands and believes, that all the Expences incurred in the 
Departments of the Quarter Maſter General and Engineer, by the Britifo 
Troops, during the War in Germany, were defrayed in the ſame Manner, 
by the Warrants of the Commander in Chief upon the Deputy Pay- 
maſters General, purſuant to the Certificates of thoſe Officers; who 
never, that he knows of, received any Public Money on Account, but 
were conſidered as a Check and Controul, to ſee that the Articles ſup- 
plied were good of their Kind, adequate to the Services they were in- 
tended for, and that there was no Waſte. 

WILL. ROY. 


T. Ang uiſb, 
— Sam! Beachcroft, 
Geo. Drummond. 
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N* 35. 


(COPY) 
Halifax, 6th September 1777. 

SIR, 

CATTA IN Villiam Handfeld, Aſſiſtant Deputy Quarter Maſter Gene- 

ral to His Majeſty's Forces in North America, having repreſented to 
me that he is in Want of Money to carry on the Buſineſs of the Deputy 
Quarter Maſter General's Departmeat ; 

You are hereby directed and required to pay him the Sum of Four 
thouſand Five hundred Pounds Sterling, Dollars at Four Shillings and 
Eight Pence ; which Sum is to be hereafter accounted for by Brigadier 
General Sir William Erſtine, Quarter Maſter General, &c. when a re- 
gular Warrant will be granted for the ſame, this Order taken up and can- 
celled : In the mean Time this, with the Acquittance of the ſaid Captain 
William Handfield, or his Aſſign, ſhall be your ſufficient Warrant and Au- 
thority for ſo doing. 

I am, Sir, 
Your moſt humble Servant, 
EINE MASSEY, 
Major Gen' America only. 
To George Turner, Flq), 
Deputy Paymaſter General. 


Received the within, by an Order on William Smith, Eſq". 
IW* Hendfield, Aſs D. Q M' Gen'. 


Pay Office, 18th May 1782. 
This is a true Copy of the Original Warrant and Receipt. 
CHAS BEM BRIDGE. 
Accountant. 


N?* 36. 


The EXAMINATION of Charles Harris, Eſquire ; taken upon 
Oath, the 29th April 1782. 


T HIS Examinant faith, That he is a Deputy to Lord Mountſtuart, One 
of the Auditors of the Impreſt. 

When an Officer intends to pals his Accounts in the Office of the Au- 
ditors 
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ditors of the Impreſt, of Money expended by him for the Extraordinary Ser- 
vices of the Army Abroad, he either does or ſhould deliver into the Office 
a ſtated Account of his Receipts and Payments, with his Vouchers, and 
Abſtracts of his Payments, annexed to the Copies of the Final Warrants 
granted by the Commander in Chief. He charges himſelf with Two 
Kinds of Receipts: 1ſt, With Sums received from the Deputy Paymaſter 
General of the Forces Abroad, by virtue of Warrants from the Commanders 
in Chief; which Sums are checked by a Certificate from the Office of the 
Paymaſter General : And 2dly, With Sums that come to his Hands by 
other Means; this is called his voluntary Charge. 

The Vouchers are examined by the Clerks, If a Voucher contains a 
certain Sum received, the Signature of a Perſon receiving, and a juſt Com- 
putation ; and agrees with the Abſtract ; the Voucher is deemed a fair 
one, and admitted. | 

Theſe are the only Circumſtances relative to the Vouchers that can, as 
he apprehends, be examined in this Office; for the Truth of the Voucher 
the Reliance muſt be upon the Oath of the Accountant. After the 
Vouchers are examined, and no Objection to them ariſes, or the Objec- 
tions are anſwered, a State of the Account 1s drawn out, directed to the 
Lords of the Treaſury ; in which the Accountant craves to be allowed 
the Money paid by him or his Agents, for Services ſpecified, by virtue of 
Warrants of the Commanders in Chief, and alſo the official Fecs for 
paſſing his Accounts. 

An Abſtract of the State of the Account is drawn out, and ſworn to 
by the Accountant before One of the Barons of the Exchequer ; which 
Abſtract remains with the Vouchers in the Office. The State is then 
preſented by the Depury Auditor to the Lords Commiſſioners of the 
Treaſury, for their Approbation and Allowance; if approved and allowed, 
the State is returned to the Office, with His Majeſty's Warrant allowing 
the ſame, and directing the Auditor to prepare, and preſent for Declara- 
tion, the Account conformably to the State. The Account 1s then en- 

roſſed upon Parchment, and upon Paper; both are preſented to the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer for Declaration; are ſigned by him, and 
afterwards by Two other Lords of the Trealury : That on Paper is kept 
in the Office of the Auditor; that on Parchment goes through the Offices 
of the King's Remembrancer, and the Treaturer's Remembrancer, to the 
Pipe Office (from whence the Quietus iſſucs) and where it remains. 

Every Perſon who receives Public Money upon Account, is ſubject to ren- 
der an Account, in the Office of the Auditor, in what Manner he has diſ- 
poſed of that Money; hence, where the fame Sum paſſes through the 
Hands of different Perſons, , each Perſon may be ſubject to give an Ac- 
count of the Money he has received, 


T. Anguiſh, 
A. Piggott, 
Geo. Drummond. 


CHAs HARRIS. 
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EORGE the Third, by the Grace of God, King of Great Britain, 
France, and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, and ſo forth, To all to 
whom theſe Preſents ſhall come, Greeting: Whereas We were graciouſly 
pleaſed, by Our Commiſſion, bearing Date the 1ſt Day of February 1777, 
to conſtitute and appoint Daniel Chamier, Eſquire, to be a Commiſlary 
attending Our Army in North America, and more particularly to examine, 
audit, and certify, all Accounts whatſoever of Money due for Forage, 
Bread, and Proviſions, furniſhed by Contract, or otherwiſe, and delivered 
for the Uſe of the ſaid Army, and for the Hoſpitals thereof, and for all 
other Extraordinary Services of Our ſaid Army: And whereas the ſaid 
Daniel Chamier is ſince dead: Now know ye, That We, confiding in the 
Prudence, Skill, and Integrity of Our truſty and well- beloved Major 
Duncan Drummond, have named, conſtituted, and appointed, and do by 
theſe Preſents name, conſtitute, and appoint him the ſaid Duncan 
Drummond to be a Commiſſary attending Our Army in North America, 
now under the Command of Our truſty and well- beloved Sir Henry Clin- 
ton, Knight of the Bath, in the Room of the ſaid Daniel Chamier, and 
more particularly to examine, audit, and certify all Accounts whatſoever 
of Money due for Forage, Bread, and Proviſions, furniſhed by Contract, 
or otherwiſe, and delivered for the Uſe of Our ſaid Army, and for the 
Hoſpitals thereof, and for all other Extraordinary Services of Our ſaid 
Army: To hold and execute the ſaid Office unto him the ſaid Duncan 
Drummond during Our Pleaſure, and according to ſuch Orders, Rules, 
and Directions, and ſubject and hable to ſuch Limitations, Reſtrictions, 
and Control, as ſhall from Time to Time be given unto him, and ap- 
pointed by Us, or by or from the Commiſſioners of Our Treaſury for the 
Time being ; to whom We do hereby {ſtrictly charge and command the 
faid Duncan Drummęnd to be obedient in all Things concerning the ſaid 
Office, and the Execution thereof: And for the Encouragement of the 
ſaid Duncan Drummond well, duly, and diligently, to intend, execute, and 
perform the {aid Office, and the Truſt hereby repoſed in him, and in 
Reward for his Labour, Pains, and Care therein, We do give, grant, and 
allow unto him the Sum of Three Pounds by the Day, to commence 
and be paid from the Day of the Date hereof, for and during the Time 
of his executing the ſaid Office, or until Directions to the contrary ſhall 
be given by Us, or by the Commiſſioners of Our Treaſury for the Time 


being. 
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eing. Given at Our Court at St. James's, the 15th Day of February 


2770, in the 19th Year of Our Reign. 
By His Majeſty's Command, 


A true Copy. North, 
Jobn Martin Leake. C. W. Cornwall, 
Treaſury Chambers, Meſtcote. 


2 th February 1782. 


1 Treaſury Chambers, 17th OZober 1781. 
5 
H AVING laid before the Lords Commiſſioners of His Majeſty's 
Treaſury your Letter of the 25th of July laſt, ſtating that you are 
uling every Means in your Power to curtail all improper Charges, and 
prevent unneceſſary Expences incurred by the Army; I am commanded 
by their Lordſhips to ſignify to you their Approbation of your Attention 
therein; and that your Examination of the Public Accounts is not limit- 
ed to thoſe only ſubſequent to the Date of your Commiſſion, but ex- 
rends to all the Accounts of this War. And I am to recommend to you 
to purſue this Buſineſs with great Attention, Care, and Aſſiduity; and 
in ſuch Manner as ſhall appear to Sir Henry Clinton and to you to be moſt 
beneficial to the Public. 


I am, &c. 
A true Copy. JN® ROBINSON. 
John Martin Leake. 
Treaſury Chambers, 


28th February 1782. 


Major Dunc* Drummond. 


Treaſury Chambers, 17th October 1781. 
SIR, 
I AM commanded by the Lords Commiſſioners of His Majeſty's 
Treaſury to tranſmit to you, for your Information, the encloſed Cary 
of a Letter written by their Lordſhips Orders to Mr. Wier, Commiſſary 


to the Army in America, reſpecting his accounting for Cattle, Proviſions, 
1 and 
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and Moveables, taken from the Enemy; and I am to Ggnify to you, thut 
their Lordſhips deſire your beſt Attention to this Buſinels. 


| Jam, &c. 
A true Copy. JOHN ROBINSON. 
Joun Martin Leake. 
Treaſury Chambers, 


23th February 1788. 


Major Duncan Drummond. 


Treaſury Chambers, 17th OZober 1781. 

SIR, 
C IR Henry Clinton having, by his Letter of 7th FJaly laſt, informed the 

© Lords Commiſſioners of His Majeſty's Treaſury, that you had reported 
to him that conſiderable Quantities of Cattle have been at different Times 
taken from the Enemy and iſſued to the Troops, for which conſtant Cre- 
dit was given to the Public in your Accounts; I am commanded by their 
J} ordſhips to deſire you will ſtate particularly to this Board, to Sir Henny 
Clinton, and to Major Drummond, Commiſſary of Accounts, in what Man- 
ner the Cattle, Proviſions, and Moveables taken from the Enemy have 
been brought to Account, and what Savings have been made by you, and 
all the other Commiſſaries, to the Public thereby, in the Iſſues of Salt 
Proviſions to the Troops, or otherwiſe; and ] am to deſire that you will 
tranſmit to this Board, and lay before Sir Henry Clinton and Major Drum- 
mond, Copies of ſuch Accounts with all Expedition. 


J am, &c. 
A true Copy. JOHN ROBINSON, 
Jobn Martin Leake. 
Treaſury Chambers, 
28th February 1782. 


Daniel Vier, Eſquire. 
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An ACCOUNT of the Yearly Average Number of His Majeſty's 
Forces ſerving at New York and its Dependencies, from the iſt of 
January 1776 to the 31ſt of December 1780. Extracted from the Re- 


turns received from the War Office. 


Britiſh, German, 


Anno 1776 
1777 
1778 


1779 
1780 


and Provincial Troops. 


— — 20,863 
— — 35.314 
oY _ 36,654 
5 8 35,019 
3 N 34-444 


